Serhs Launch Third Afiick on 


. Muslim Village in Bosnit 


TUZLA, Bosnia-Herzegovina — A Bosnian Muslim 
village in Serb-held territory was attacked by a mob 
and houses destroyed for the third time this yeat, 
UN officials said Wednesday. 

The attack Tuesday came the day after the 
NATO-led Stabilization Force (SFÖR) lifted a secu- 
rity cordon on the village, Gajevi, that had been 
instituted after a previous attack. (Contd on Pg. 14) 


Velayati Confers With Czech 
Qiiicals, Arrives In Khartoum 


willingness to participate in joint 
ventures in Iran. 
Czech minister of industry and 


commerce Vladimir Dlouhy said 


that Iran and Czech Republic can 
embark on establishing tripartite 
cooperation with Central Asian 
countries. 

Velayati said that Iran is deter- 
mined to expand its economic re- 
lations with Czech Republic and 
the completion of the Iranshahr 
power project, in southeastern 
Iran, can provide 2 suitable ground 
for future cooperation between the 
two countries. 

The Iranian foreign minister 
also called for encouraging the pri- 
vate sectors of the two countries tO 
become actively involved in beef- 
ing up bilateral cooperation. 

Talking to reports at the end of 
his meeting with his Czech coun- 
terpart, Velayati voiced Iran’s 
concern over the developments in 
the Middle East and the occupied 
Palestine. 

He reiterated Tehran's opposi- 
tion to the March § U.S. veto of 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


KHARTOUM — Iran's Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati, ar- 
rived here Wednesday on a two 
day visit. 


Velayati who is on a tour of 
some Asian and African states is 
to meet President Orpar Hassan 
Ahmad al-Bashir to invite him on 
behalf of President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani to attend the 
next summit of the Organization of 
the Islamic Conference (OIC). 


The minister is also expected to 
meet with the Sudanese speaker of 
Parliament and foreign minister. ister. 


The next summit of the OIC 
will be held in Tehran in Decem- 
ber. 


Before leaving Czech Republic 
for Sudan Velayati and his Czech 
counterpart Josef Zieleniec signed 
a letter of understanding here on 
Tuesday. 

The seven-article document 
covers agreements reached be- 
tween lrar and Czechoslovakia be- 
fore it broke into two separate 
republics. It states that both Iran 
and the Czech Republic will honor 
all the agreements reached. 


Velayati after arrival here on 
Tuesday held talks with several 
Czech officials including prime 


` minister, foreign minister and 


minister of industry and commerce 
and discussed regional and inter- 
national developments as well as 
promotion of Tebran-Pragve rela- 
tions. 1 

The Czech Prime Minister 
Vaclav Klaus voiced his country’s 


Development, Foreign Policy 
Top on Agenda of Nexî President 


From 1989 onward, Irar en- 
tered a different stage in its his- 
tory: I put the state of emergency 
behind. The construction era be- 
gan and the first and second Five- 
Year Development Plans were 
launched for the first time in the 
post-revolution period. 

The 7th presidential election is 
going to be held soon while the 
Second Five-Year Development 
Plan has not been completed. 

There are few points that are to 
be bome in mind regarding the 
development and the elections. 
Construction and development of 
the country should be continued, 
but due attention should be paid to 
the issue of social justice while 
Pursuing the process of develop- 
ment. Equitable distribution of 
wealth is a crucial issue that the 
next president should incorporate 


(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — The forthcoming 
presidential elections, the 7th in 
Iran, require a particular attention 
and has to be viewed from differ- 
ent angles compared to the pre- 
vious ones. 

After the first presidential elec- 
tions Iran was invaded by Iraq and 
had to cope with the war until the 
fourth presidential elections. As a 
result from 1980 to 1988 Iran was 
virtually ir a state of emergency, 
defending its territory against 
Iraqi attacks along its western bor- 
ders. 

The presidential elections held 
during the mentioned period, xore 
or reaffirmed the nation’s alle- 
giance to the Islamic system in 
Iran. 


٠ ا‎ 


ل ا 


Iran, Oman 
Desirous for 
Broadening 


5 
Cooperation 
Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Visiting Omani 
Air Force Commander Brigadier 
General Mohammad bin Mahfuz 
called here Wediesday for 
further strenghtening of bilateral 
relations between Iran ard Orman. 

He made the remark in a meet- 
ing with Deputy Navy com” 
mander, Brigadier General 
Abbas Mohtaj. During the meet- 
ing, which was attended by 
Oman's ambassador to Tehran 
Muslem bin Bakht al-Brani, the 
two sides discussed latest re- 
gional developments as well as 
the issues of mutual interests . 

Heading a ranking military 
delegation, the Omani com- 
mander arrrived here for a 3-day 

Expressing satisfaction with 
the existing trend of bilateral re- 
lations, General Mohtag called 
for farther bolstering of bilateral 
relations. : 

During his stay bere, the 
Omani commander iş to meet sev- 
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TASKHIRI 
situation and has become very ac- 
tive to cope with this situation. 
Although in minority, Muslim 
thinkers have taken an. active part 
in this issue. 

Asked whether the church is 
ready to fill the social vacuum 
created by giving up humanism in 
the West, Head of the Islamic Cul- 
ture and Relations Organization, 
Hojjatoleslam Taskhiri, 52, him 
self a prominent alim,- who has 
represented Iran in several inter- 
national conferences on dialogue 
between religions, said that be has 
realized through talks and confer- 
ences that Christianity tries to 
maintain an active presence in all 
spheres of social life. 

For instance, be quoted the 
Leader of the Russian Orthodox 
church-who once bad told him that 
the churth triês to assume A 
greater role in education and train 
ing, politics and military. 

According to Taskhiri this ap- 

îs not confined to the East 
and that the Orthodox Church is 
seeking such a role all over the 
world. 

Asked how one can justify this 
cultural move by the church, tak- 
ing into account the bitter memo- 
(Contd on Pa. 14) 
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UN General ssh Takes Up 
Issue of Israeli Settlements 


ARAFAT CALLS INTL MEETING IN GAZA 


Arab ambassadors to the 
United Nations asked for the Gen- 
eral Assembly debate, scheduled 
for Wednesday morning, after the 
United States vetoed a European- 
sponsored resolution in the Secu- 
rity Commcil criticizing Israel for 
the planned 6,500-vuit Har Homa 
project. 

General Assembly resolutions 
are nor-binding, aud the Israelis 
routinely iguore UN declarations 
on relations with the Arabs. 

Nevertheless, Arab diplomats 
.said they thought the General As- 
sembly session was important to 
demonstrate the breadth .of inter- 
national opposition to the policies 
of Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu. 

U.S. Ambassador BI] Richard- 
gon cast Ffiday’'s lone Security 
Council veto - only America’s 
third in the couacil since the end 
of the Cold War ~- because Wash- 
ington prefers to keep Arab-Israeli 
` (Coni on Py. 14) 


Religions 
Can Satisfy 
Spiritual 
Demands in 
Wesî 


TEHRAN — Critically suffering 
from lack of E values, thé 
West is moving toward spirituality 
and commitment to religion. which. 
plays an indispensable role in sat- 
isfying spiritual needs, Hojja- 
toleslam. Mohanımad Ali Taskhiri 
told the Tehran Times yesterday 
upon his return from Paris, France 
where he participated in the con- 
ference on Dialogue Between Is- 
lam and the West. 


Asked whether he witnessed 
any evidence proving the ineffi- 

ciency of Western culture, he said 
that ındoubtedly there is a wide- 
spread idea among the intellectuals 
and even common Western citi- 
zens that the legal, moral and po- 
litical system in the West is by no 
means competent to solve today”s 
problems of the world. 

Take for instance he Wester 
double-standard approach toward 
other nations, undesirable results 
of the limited freedom, human 
rigbts and non-commitment of the 
West those rights, absence of jus 
tice, spiüituality and proper up” 
briaging of the children. These 
common views toward. Westem 
culture which prevailed in the East 
now are prevailing among West- 
em thinkers. Even the church is 
very much concerned about this 


to revenge Muslims wbn caused 


ispek IS ge overtırow of thé co ist 
referring to crite of the Muslins a a eas 
ea e E 1s in fact trial of Islam ‘and all 


Indian PM to Meet 
Pakista ni Premier 


Jowish neighborhood in debete Pees a ““ımique oppor- 
. „° historically Arab. . Haat tunity” for Europe to take 4 staid 
agsinst Israel and save tha peace 


.. = BaituMoqnddas AF reported. 


“Many of the chained Muslims 
in Bakı have been tortured to 
death and many’ otbers tried on 
charges of seeking Islam, the MP 
said arıd' added that yesterday's 
communists have changed their 


Assembly . (Majlis) 
Hojjatoleşlem :Hasheyazsdeh 


by rolers in Bala agaiiat the Mus 


r ane Eg ur e E ıghting Muslinos in 

anyano Bearing hb cry of an op” Baku in & 1 a a 

pris seçkıihg hélp from a Mus- H 2 

Hirani fille to belp he 1 nists in Baku have launched an 
: anti-Islam campaign in an attempt 


.Muslims,” for the Muslims in 
{Contd on Pg. 14) 
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Photo: Mojtaba Talis 
guarding the Islamic ideology and 
training virtuous and duty-bound 
forces are fhe key factors in lead- 
ing the society to prosperity aod 
development," Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani concluded. 


ggg pk! 
government to take positive and 
practical steps towards releasing 
the Iranian POWs. ٣ 

The Iraqi officials give astro 
nomical figures on Iraqi POWs in 
Iran and it is not clear what objec- 


FRE 
E 


i 


< 


Iraqi POWs bave taken asyîım in 
Iran aud are presently living ii 
different cities ike otber Iranist 
nationals, 

There are many docurienls. 
Proving presence of a significa 
number of Irarian POWs if aq 
such as their televised photos, 
their pictures in the Iraqi press and 
press of other countries and also 
radio tapes of their messages, 
General Najafi noted, : .. . 

Referring to his recent xneeting 
with Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati, he said that the comımîs- 
sion is working with the Forsign 
Ministry to bring home the re 
eg a PONS, E 


e 
eration between the Eleniic Re” Sm N 4 
e Ea a a e A 


e Jabborov «< 
grief over the deadly a 


mittee opened a brancl. in 
Dushanbe in 1995 e 
needy families. 
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The president also pointed to 
the role of ulema in boosting the 
Islamic ethic and promulgating 
moral values among the armed 
forces" personnel, including the 
Law Enforcement Forces. “Safe- 


to Release Remaining POWs 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — Islamic Republic of 
Iran will continue its efforts for 
speedy release of Iranian prisoners 
bf war still in Ireq, Head of the 
Committee for POWs Affairs 
General Abdullah Najaf said here 
Wednesday. 

In en interview with IRNA, he 
stressed that the Islamic Republic 
of Iran bas unilaterally released a 
number of Iraqi POWs in three 
occasions and that it is time for 


Iraq to reciprocate Iran’s humani- ` 
- tarian move by releasing the Ira- 


nian POWs. 

Iran has freed 974 Iraqi POWs 
io the past two years. Two of the 
Iraqi POWs asked for asylum at 
presence of the representatives of 
the International Red Cross, Gen- 
eral Najafi said adding, the two 
E Oe are preety Tiving Hi 
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Forces. 


Forces aimed at preserving the se- 
curity of the country. The Law 
Enforcemnt Forces stem from the 
Iranian nation and owe it to society 
to make the people feel more se- 
cure, he added. 


. President: Ulema’s Role in Structuralizing Islamic Management Pivotal: 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani bere Wednes- 
day underscored the great role of 
ulema ([salmic clerics) in stream- 
lining and structuralizing the .Is- 
lamic management. 

Addressing the officials of the 
politico-ideological department of 
the Law Enforcement Forces, the 
president added that the glorious 
achievements of the Islamic Revo- 
lution and the bright record of the 
ulema manifesting their sincere ef- 
forts during the Sacred Defense 
and their participation in the con 
struction campaign in the postwar 
era will help ¬ guide the next 
generations. 

He said that the construction 
plans and projects iraplemented in 
Iran are valuable patterns deserv- 
ing to be adopted by the Third 
World and developing countries. 

Elsewhere in bis address, umr 
derlining the role of security in 
development and construction of 
the country, the president lauded 
the services and sacrifices of per 
sonnel of he Law Enforcement 


Mohammadi: World Muslims General Najafi: Iran Continues 


Not Heeding U.S. Words 


summit meeting of the Organiza- 
tion of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
due to be held in Tehran in Decem- 
ber. 

Referring to the recent U.S. 
unilateral action in vetoing a UN 
Security Council resolution con- 
demning the Zionists’ plans of 
building new Jewish settlements in 
eastern Bait-ul-Moqaddas, Mo- 
hammadi said the veto has isolated 
Washington even among its West- 
ern allies following the U.S. fail- 
ure in ecoromically isolating Iran. 

Mohammadi, who is accompa- 
uyîng Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati n a two-day offi- 
cial visit to Prague, remarked that 
the ill-considered U.S. act in veto- 
to further cooperation among Is- 
lamic nations and the U.S. could 
not expect 2 positive response 
from Muslim countries. 


Vaezi Confers With Turkmen 
Vice President 


Turning to the ‘Tajik peace 
talks, Vaezi stressed that the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran will con- 
tinue its constructive role in the 
talks. 

Tehran will host the sext meet- 
ing of delegations of warring Tajik 
parties in April, he said, 


Habibi Attends Islamic. 
Caligraply Festival 


graphy Festival of the World of 
Islam,’ being held in Contempo- 
rary Arts Museum in central ‘Te~ 
hran on Monday. 

ae raa o 
of 490 artists froma 21 conmirien ane 
ox display. 

Also the first gatheriag of cali- 
graphists of the world. of Islam is 
scheduled to be held iı the same 
place April 20-24. 


Tehran Tines Service 


TEHRAN ~~ Iranian Deputy For- 
Affairs Mahmoud Vaezi met with 
Turkmen Vice President and Min- 
ister of Foreign ‘Affairs Boris 
Sheikhmoradov in Ashkhabad on 
Tuesday. 

In the meeting the Turkynen of- 
ficial announced that the extraor- 
dinary summit meeting of the 
Economic Cooperation Organiza- 
tion (ECO) wil be held in Aslk- 
habad in May. 


Caspian Sea littoral states to speed 
up formulation of the seas legal 

He reiterated that bis country is 
uot involved in any military accord 
adding that Turkmenistan consid- 
ers friendly relations with all its 
neighbors particularly with [ran 
and Russia a5 a must for its stabil- 
ity and security. 


Welcoming the holding of ECO 
sunmit in Asbkhabad, Vaezi 
voiced Iran's readiness to play an 
active role in the meeting. 


Tehran Tunes Service 


TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman Maltmoud 
Mohammadi said here on Tuesday 
that world Muslims do not take 
any notice of the U.S. repeated 
statements on the issues pertaining 
the world of Islam. 

ing on the statement 


Commenting 
by the U.S. State Department 


Spokesman, Nicholas Burns, Mo- 
hammadi told IRNA that it was a 
reaction to the continued opposi- 
tion of Iran to the U.S expansionist 
policies, and particulary to the re- 
cent U.S. veto of a Security Coun- 
cil resolution. 

In his statement on Monday, 
Burns has called on Islamic states 
mot to take part in the upcoming 


2nd Iranology 
٠ 
Seminar Ends 
in Beijing 
Tekran Tunes Service 

TEHRAN — The second Iranol- 
ogy seminar which strated work in 
Beijing Monday, ‘concluded yes- 
terday, an IRNA report said. 

The three-day seminar, organ- 
ized by Center for Research on 
Iranian Culture, was attended by 
researchers from Iran and China at 
Beijing University’s Faculty of 

The influence of Iranian culture 
and customs on various parts of 
cussed at the seminar. 

The first seminar on Iranology 
was beld in January i992 at Bei- 
jing University. 
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| Netanyahu Snubbed 1 
by Moscow | 


he Premier of the Zionist regime Benjamin Netanyahu during 
his visit to Russia this week urged the Russian officials to stop 
their cooperation with the Islamic Republic of Iran, but was snubbed 
by Moscow for poking his nose in.. Iran-Russia bilateral ties. 

Netanyahu again reiterated the nonsensical accusations the 
Zionist regime and the United States have been repeating over the 
past several years. But having first-hand information about Iranian 
nuclear installation, the Russian officials have emphasized in an 
unambiguous term that Iran's nuclear technology is meant merely 
for peaceful purposes. 

Russian officals have told Netanyahu clearly that they would 
continue their cooperation with the [slamic Republic of Iran. The 
reason İs dear: Tehran-Moscow ties are strategic. 

It is not the first time lsraelî and U.S. officials are humiliated in 
their anti-Iran campaign. Warren Christopher, the melancholic 
predecessor of Madeleine Albright left no stone unturned in his 
nasty campaign to isolate Iran. But each time he attempted to 
dîsturb a country’s cooperation with Iran, his hopes were shattered. 

Madeleine Albright also launched an unsuccessful propaganda war 
against Iran in her last month tour. Her campaign was a total failure. 

Netanyahu’s Moscow trip was the latest in the chain of U,S.-Israeli 
.Î attempts to isolate Iran. Poor Bibi had to face the same fate that his 
master, Bîll Clinton, faced in his Moscow trip last summer: failure. 

We are not going to dwell on the baseless charges levelled by 
Netanyahu and U.S. against Iran, for the whole world is familiar 
with those accusations and their baselessness. 1 

Only a few simple facts will probably bring home to the U.S., 
Israeli officials that they are wasting their time and energy in their 
anti-Iran campaign. 

Russia has already said a big “no” to Clinton in his embargo call 


especially since the Clinton's embargo call. Europe not only has 
rejected the embargo call but practically replaced the U.S. as Iran's 
major trade partner. 

We are sure by saying no to Clnion and Nétaryahu n their 
anti-lran campaign, Russia has established ifs position as a reliable 
economic partner and strategic ally of the Third World countries. The 
Third World expects Russia to follow its own polices, independent of 
U.S. pressures, thus assuming a determining role in the configuration 
of international relations in the emerging world order. 

Aslan counfries unequivocally have rejected Clinton's embargo 
call and maintain cordial relations with Iran. 

in reality israel and the U.S. have been isolated through their 
nonsensical policy of isolating Iran. 


A Powerful Aftershock 
Scares Ardebil Residents 


land strengthened economic ties with the Islamic Republic of Iran, 


ARDEBIL — An aftershock been registered in the region since 
measuring 3.9 degrees on the February 28 when a quake with a 
Richter scale shook magnitude of 5.5 hit the Ardebil 
the city of Ardebil and its vicinity region. 
in this nortbwestern province at He told IRNA 
22:10 hours locel time Tuesday. here that intensity of some of tho 
‘The aftershock which occurred aftershocks were between 3.8-4.2 
after a few days of relative calm degrees on the Richter scale. 
frightened the local people. The February 28 quake in 
According to Esmacd Bayram Ardebîil claimed lives of over 65 
Nejad, head of Tabriz Seismologi- persons, injured 2,600 persons 
cal Base, in East Azarbajjan Prov- and destroyed 11,200 houses. 
ince, over 1,000 aftershocks bave GORNA 
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rCeC1S10n 
movements 


age, Hossein Taberi, was the next 
speaker at the gathermg. He sub- 
mitted a report onı the process of 
regulating the conducting of tours 
în Iran in the past few years and 
noted that out of 200 articles sent 
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Bazaar Ghaem - Tajrish 


ism. 

“Since 1989, the number of 
had an annual growth rate of 15 
percent and we hope the number 
will soonı reach 700,000 per year, 


2570903 
` 2284024 


8711487 
5621793 
8075771 


Habibi 
EEE Sadaf Bazaar - Aghdassieh 

Khaled Estanboli ` 
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Shahrak-e -GHods 


Negin 
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Year Development Plan, ” the dep- 
uty minister said. 

The conference will conclude 
on Thursday, Mar 13. 


Peyman eEEL 


In the Name of God 


Esfahan Steel Plant 


INVITATION TO TENDER NO. 75/2 


Esfahan Steel Co. affiliated to the National Iranian Steel Co. intends to purchase 700,000 mt coking coal with the following specifications on 
FOB basis through international tender. 
Interested bidders may submit their signed & stamped offers İn two separate sealed envelopes as follows utmost by the official closing time 
on March 18, 1997 and obtain receipt 
a) Envelope A to contain the technical data of the coking coal and a proforma - invoice without any price. 
b) Envelope B to contain the FOB price and a bid bond guarantee (acçeptable to Bank Mellî Iran) for 5% of the quoted price. 
NOTES: 
1- Terms of payment is by unconfirmed irrevocable LC. 
2- Bank ei s outside Iran and the fees of inspection by an internationally recognized company will be for seller's account. 
3- Esfahan Steel Co. will be free to purchase a portion of the goods or the whole goods and to accept or reject an offer or all offers. 
4- Bids submitted will be opened at the Supply Division of Esfahan Steel Co. at 9:30 a.m. on April 6, 1997. 
Bidders or their official representatives may attend the bids opening meeting. 
5- The entira 700,000 mt coal should be delivered within one year in 42,500 mt shipments. 
§- Tha specifications of the required coal are as follows: 
a) Specifications for 120,000 mt b) Specifications for 120,000 mt 
TM: 10% 
Ash: 8.5% max. 
Vof: 18-21% 
Sul: 0.8% max 
FSI: 8-9 


e) Specifications for 460,000 mt 
TM: 9.5% 
Ash: 8.0% +/- 0.3% 
Vol: 20-24% 
Sul: 0.6% +/-0.05% 
Csn: 8 typical 
Dilatation: 60 typical 
Fluidity: 350 typical 
Interested bidders are requested to refer to ons of the following addresses for submitting the said envelopes A & B: 
In Tehran: Office of the Esfahan Stee! Co.’s Suppiy Division, Koocheh Shahed, Karimkhan Zand Avenue, Vali-e Asr Sq Tehran, 
Tel: 896103 
In Esfahan: 1. Office of the Esfahan Steel Co.’s Supply Division, First Floor of the Zob-e Ahan Parking, Takhti Sq., Esfahan, Tel: 
205005 & 204035. 
2- Supply Division, 3rd Floor, Towhid Bidg., Esfahan Steel Co., Km 45 of Esfahan-Shahrekord Road, Esfahan, Tel: 324973 Fax: 031-325190 


Esfahan Steel Co. Esfahan Sreel Co. 


„fo the secretariat of the confer- 


` aş azıticipated in the Second Five- 


Tourism Nil acrease Peps Iwarenes 


و ما رار وجهاگردى 
(( جمهوری اسلامی و جهانگردی)) 


The 3rd National Conference 
On Iran-Touring & Tourism 


(.lslamic Republic & Tourism) 


Ministry OF Gulana & Islamic Guidance :Depııty Ministry InTourl sm and Pigrknage Affairs 


` should be established across the 


country, especially at places 


where tlıere are holy sites or tour- 


Tehran Times Service 


tours is not only for joy and pleas- 
ure, but it will also add to the 


First Gathering on Edification, 
Theology School to Start Work 


` he said that the two-day gathering 


aims to commemorate more than 
half a century of devotions of the 
great philosopher of Islam, Aya- 


who is now at 89. 
The gathering will be inangu- 
rated by Ayatollah Ali Meshkini, 


Hojjatoleslam A: Araqi added 


ers, Ayatollah Seyed Reza Ba- 
hauddini was one of the 


oirtstgpding ulema of Qom theol- 


ogy Mminary. He was also a 


classıpate of the father of the Is- 
lamic Revolution, the Late IHnam 
structor of prominent 0 


nomic stand, Mahlovji said that 
` the Islamic Republic of Ian is 
strongly determined to allocate 
the main parts of its technical and 


public: of Iran attaches great im- 
portance to upgrad cokdial 


relations with Muslim African 


Telrar Times Service 
TEHRAN — The First gathering 
on edifîcation and theology 
school will start work in Qom 
Thursday, Head of the Islamic 
Propagation Organization 
Hojjatoleslam _ Mohmovd 


In his meeting with 


He added that the West secs 
the Third Word countries aS its 
own exchusive consumers and 
that technical capabilities of Mus- 
Him nations as well as their expo” 
riences ia management peve the 
way for them to make themselves 
free from the economic domina¬ 
tion of the West. 

The iranian minîter further 
stressed that Muslim coomtries 
are able to carry out huge devel- 
opment projects through close co- 


init, 


) rir 


af. 1 OE 
ge Î 
ê: iran Cintiee 


Brttaininy Pi, 


e 


MARGE 13, 1997 


Iran Suitable for 
Foreign Investment 


nomic infrastracture and projects 
such as water, power, tranSporta- 
tion, road and ports. 
Nourbakhsh regarded founel- 
ing of investment to establish gî- 
ant units to produce oll, gas and 


Development (UNCTAD) and the 
International Labor Organization 
(ILO), as well as the APEC. 


Rls.d88bn Subsidy for 
Pharmaceutics 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The Deputy Health 
Minister in Charge of Pharmaceu- 
tics said here Wednesday that 
Rls.388,000 milion will be paid 


Ey oe Teil 


2 ا‎ IRNA fiat 
this will drastically push down the 
Price of home produced medicine. 


channelled to reinforcing the eco- 


Tekrar Times Service 


TEHRAN - Governor of the Cen” 
tral Bavk of Iran (CBÎ) Mohsen 
Nourbaskhsh said in Tokyo Tues- 
day that Iran is suitable for foreign 


investment because of its natursl 


ing ira oıe-day seqıinar on Iran"s 
economic development, IRNA re- 
ported. 


He said various factors inchud- 
and Persian Gulf cociries a5 well 
as Far East through the Silk Road 
all contribute to make Iran a trade 


ment plans efforts have been 


growth, there will be a gross do- 
mestic product of $2 billion to $3 
bilkon in 2020,’ he added. 

He said it is this ideal for the 
ASEAN to create a conducive in- 
vestment climate n a bid to im- 
prove the ASEAN’s welfare. 

On the ASEAN CCI meeting, 
cussed strategic problems which 
had also been discussed at the AS- 
EAN CCI meeting in Kuala Lumn- 
pur, Malaysia last February 23 to 
March 1. 

The meeting has decided that 
the aim of the strategic plan was to 
anticipate the 21st century, he 
said. : 


The ASEAN should play a 
greater role in global trade, he 
added. 


TEHRAN TIMES 


Iran’s Offshore Oil 
Capacity to Double 


and az rise from 30,000 bpd to 
55,000 bpd at Sirri D and Nosrat. 


output 
at Bahregansar to 70,000 1 
from an earlier projection of 
120,000 bpd, Energy Compass 
said. 


Saudi1ndia Trade 
Exchange Up 


ATHENS — Trade exchange be- 
to $4. 5 billion in 1996, 20 percent 
more than the previous year,the 
Arab news reported. 

India iımports from Saudi Ara- 
bia 23 percent of its oil needs and 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - The ASEAN Charaber 
of Commerce and Industry (CCI) 
sees fhe need to eliminate poverty 
as part of the ASEAN 2020's vi- 
sion and the efforts shoulkl be re- 
flected in ifs business strategy, its 
Tuesday. 

Businessmen should take part 
in efforts to eradicate poverty, as 
it is also the socisl responsibility 
of fhe business sector, Bakrie said 
after closing the ASEAN CCI 
meeting, an RNA-ANTARA dis- 
patch. said. 

Ha said this is part of the results 
of the 53rd ASEAN CCI meeting 
which will be subınitted the per- 
cent above the poverty line. 


The folowing talle shows ihe foreign cxhange rales in rials as rrlensed by the Central Bank of the 
kslamic Repubkic of Iran on Wednesday, March 12, 1997. 


guilder 
(100) liras 
(100} yen 
krone 
dirham 
pound 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - Iran°s offshore crude 
oil production capacity is set to 
double from 570,000 barrels per 
day to 1.1 35 million bpd, accord- 
ing to National Iranian Oil Com- 
pany Director for Offshore 
Operations, S.E. Jalilian. 

He was quoted by Energy 
Compass saying that the expan- 
sion will be met from existing 

contracts. 

This include an increase in ca- 
pacity of Doroud field to 250,000 
bpé from around 170,000 bpd, 
additional production st Foroozan 
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B1 Says Iran’s Economy 
Promising 


Public Relation Office of Central 
Bank of Iran said yesterday. 

According to the report, Iran’s 
inflation rate has dropped to 24 
percerit up to February 18 this year 
which is comparable to last year’s 
49.4 percent rate. 

On the basis of Iran’s Second 
Five-Year Development Plan, the 
inflation rate should be reduced to 
12.5 percent by the end of the plan 
in 1999. 

CBI further said that the couu- 
try’s payment of outstanding forex 
Payments has been satisfactory 
with relative succéssful control of 
inflation rate. 


Tehran Times Service 


December 20, 1996) 
has been $2.36 billion while reve- 
mues from exporting of oil and gas 
in the same period has been $14.5 
In the same period the total 
worth of FOB import of goods to 
the country bas been $11.63 bil- 
lion. The country’s balance of 
trade amounted to $5.23 billion in 
the 9-month period, a report by the 


WFP Launches Oil for Schooling 
Girls Program in Iran 


launched on 11 March, will be 
implemented in 5 other Afghan 
camps and in 26 carıps where Iraqi 
refugees reside. Altogether about 
5,800 Iraqi refugee girls and 1,200 
Afghan refugee girls will benefit 
from this scheme every month dur- 
ing the current school year. In 
addition, about 230 lady school 
teachers who will assist in the im- 
plementation of this scheme will 
و‎ one can of oil every 


The aim of this program is to 
encourage parents of refugee girls 
to enrol their daughters in schools 
and to continue to send them On & 
regular basis and at the same time 
to improve the nutritional intake of 
refugee families in camps. A total 
of 147 Afghan primary school- 
giris, who had ali attended school 
regularly for the past month lined 
up in the school yard to receive 
their first monthly ration. 

This program which was 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The World Food Pro- 
gram (WFP) in Iran has launched 
its oil for schooling of girls 
scheme at Sermnan camp for Af- 
gban refugees. This scheme pro- 
vides Afghan and Iraqi refugee 
girls with a 4.6 kg can of oil for 
every month of attendance at 
school, announced the United Na- 
tions Information Center in Te- 
8 ا‎ ga press release on 


U. U.S. Protests Against 5. Koreas 
Anti-Import Drive 


rea’s imports, but officials, and 

newspapers, regularly attribute 

the deficit to luxury irnports. 
The austerity campaign is 


on lucrative imports because of 
govermment pressure, 

For arı exarnple, U.S car sales 
în Seoul have returned to levels in 
the 1980s, when South Korean tax 
treatment for Îuxury-car OWDeTS. 

Government officials blamed 
economic problems in the country, 
but have kept an eye on 
tax officials who requested cus- 
tomer lists from car-leasing com- 
Pax oflciais justified their 
probe as a routine work to detect 
egal expenditıres by corpora- 
tions. But it has effectively slowed 
ای‎ car ا‎ irking Seoul's 


SIT bn Allocated to 
Preservation of 
Historical Sites iu 


KASHAN, Isfahan Prov — Some 
Ris. one billion has been ear- 
marked this year to renovation of 
historical sites and momıments in 
of the local cultiral heritage or- 
ganization said here on Monday. 
„ _ According to the official, the 
historical sites incıde Fin Gar- 
den, Soleimanich Spring, tomb of 
Baba Afzal Marghi, Bibi Zeinab 
Yazdel ard about a dozen other 
historical sites as well as Ghazi 
historical camplex in Aran and 
Bidgo! region. 

Kashan is a ancient city with a 
‘7,000 year old history aud has 960 


industry ministry official told 
AFP 


But foreign businessmen who 
have seen their consumer goods 
sales plummet say the campaign is 


"The community is deeply cou- 
cerned at the intensifying "frugal 
ity’ campaign" which has been 
running in Korea since mid- 
1996," the European Union said 
Tuesday at a WTO goods council 
meeting in Geneva. 

Tle United States joined 
Europe in pressing Seoul to make 
a clear public statement reassuring 
trade partners about its conımit- 
ment to respect WTO obligations. 

They complained of frequent 
cases of "administrative harass- 


by leaps and bounds, account for 
less than 10 percent of South Ko- 


Hore Int’1 Aid for 
Iranian Quake Victims 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — A letter faxed from 
United Nations Information Cen- 
tre to the Tehran Times said more 
internafional donations have been 
received for the victims of the re- 
cent tarthquake in Ardebil, as a 
result of the UN efforts. 

The Italian Embassy has do- 
nated $226,000 worth of relief 
items arl tte New Zealand Em- 
bassy ‘contributed $500,000 in 
cash. 

The Japanese Embassy has pro- 
vided $150,000 in cash and 
$250,000 in kind. The figures cor- 
rect our pervious press release in 
which the cash amount was shown 
as $15.000. The error is regretted. 


Tehran Times Service 


SEOUL - A U.S trade repre- 
sentative has lodged a protest 
against a South Korean austerity 
campaign which has driven con- 
sumers and businesses away from. 
imports, officials said in Seoul 
Wednesday. 

The protest was delivered on 
Tuesday by Sean Murphy, ar en- 
voy from the U.S. Trade Repre- 
sentatives (USTR) Office, who 
arrived in Seoul on Monday, AFP 


"U.S trade officials suspect the 
current frugality drive bas been 
orchestrated by our government, " 
said Choi Hoon, an international 


trade official at the Ministry of . 


Finance and Economy (MOFE). 
Choi conceded that the drive 

was creating “widespread cOon- 

cem" with South Korea’s trade 


"But there would be no serious 
friction as the United States enjoys 
trade surpluses with South Ko- 
rea," he predicted. 

The campaign, supported by 
the media, started last year when 
South Korea's current-account 
deficit nearly tripled to 23.7 bil- 
lion dollars and has intensified this 


year. 

Choi defended the canapaign as 
"a civic movement” targeting all 
luxury goods whether domestic or 
foreign. He said it was “spontane- 
ously initiated by consumer 
groups and the business comımi- 
nity to cut the country’s snowball- 
ing current account deficit." 

Choi aod other tmde officials 
said the United States was taking 
issue with the, camgiaıgn out of 
concerntÎEt it may develop into anı 
irrevocable anti-irmport move- 
ment. 2 

"Foreigners seemed concerned 
about an irrevocable anti-iruport 
campaign, but I don’t think rela- 
tions with our trading partners will 
be strained seriously, " 4 trade and 
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Understanding Kung Fu 
as Deseribed by a Master 


Skills of Kung Fu 
(Part 30) : : 


(ga) self-confident chal- 
نک‎ lenger plans his 

fighting method 
knowingly. If you wish to be 
a skillful challenger, you 
should enjoy special charac- 
teristic and qualities which 
can be innate or acquired. 
Speed as an example is an 
inborn talent. Of course, 
practice can încrease. your r u 
speed. Speed has different l. 
types. Speed of perception ا | ا ن‎ 
means the speed of eyes con- ٠ 
cerning finding the rival’s defenseless part based on his 
movements. Speed of conception means the ability of your 
brain in regard to selecting the right skills of attack and 
counterattack. Speed of action means your ability to put 
your limbs in motion and increase their speed while in 
motion. Speed of changing means having the capability to 
quickly change the direction while performing another tech- 
nique such as jumping. It is a perplexed feature which 
consists of various elements including motion, flexibility, 
firmness, physical fitness and mental alertness, and enough 
tîme for recognition and reaction. The more complicated the 
situation, the slower your reaction. You need the following 
four factors in order to increase your speed: 


1) Warm-up exercises to diminish the viscosity of muscle 
fibers and increase flexibility 

2) Physical fitness 

3) Keen hearing and eyesight awareness 

4) Fast reaction reflexes 


Since the eyesight awareness and speed of perception are 
not hereditary characteristics, you shoutd acquire them by 


uninterrupted exercise. If your perception power is 
distracted by a slight disturbance, the speed of perception 
will be reduced. Therefore, you have to have full 
concentration to acquire the aforesaid qualities. There are 
some factors which prevent you from acquiring these two 
characterîstics. The important ones are as follows: 


1) Being extremely sentimental 
2) Fatigue 

3) Lack of enough skills 

4) Lack of concentration 


Meanwhile, you should know that the intentional reactions 
unlike the instinctive ones require more perception and 
concentration and your reaction will become slower if you 
concentrate on more than one issue or action 
simultaneously because each of them needs ful! 
concentration per se. 


Obrien, finished second, 3/4 of a 
length ahead of Space Trucker, 
another Irish contender trained by 
Jessica Harrington and with John 
Shortt aboard. 

Large action, which went off 
7-2 favorite and was unbeaten over 
two years ago, was pulled up lame 
by jockey Jamie Osborne after 
clearing only two hurdles. 

Collier Bay, last year’s winner 
and 4-1 second favorite, was well 
behind the pack throughout the 
race and was pulled up by Graham 
Bradley before reaching the Penmul- 
timate fence. 

AP 


٤ 

CHELTENHAM, England — 
Make A Stand led from start to 
finish Tuesday to win the 124,000- 
pounds ($ 198, ۳90) champion hur- 
dle on the opening day of the 
prestigious Cheltenham Festival. 


The six-year-old Gelding, a 7-1 - 


shot ridden by Tony McCoy, led 
by 12 lengths at one point and was 
five lengths clear at the finish of 
the two-mile (3.2 kilometer) race. 


Make A Stand was trainer Mar- 
tin Pipe's 16th festival wipner and 
“‘This horse is electric,’ 
McCoy said. “It’s the most im- 
proved horse I've ever sat on.” 
Theatre World, a 33-1 shot trained 


Rain Commits First Cricket 
Test to Draw 


Although West Indies captain 
Courtney Walsh dismissed opener 
Navjot Singh Sidhu to a catch at 
sbhort-leg without scoring, India 
were never in any danger. 

Opener Venkata Laxman and 
Rahul Dravid added 62 for the 
second wicket as Walsh switched 
his bowlers around, using star 
batsman Brian Lara in the unfamil- 
iar role of leg-spinner for three 
overs before Dravid hit him for 


off fast bowler Franklyn Rose near 
the end but Dravid remained un- 
beaten 51 with captain Sachin Ten- 
dulkar 15. 

Rose, the tall, 25-year-old Ja- 
maican making his test debut, 
earned the player of the match 
award. he was judged by former 
Jamaica and West Indies fast 
bowler Michel Holding, for his six 
wickets for 100 on a Hfeless pitch 
im India’s first mnings. 

The second test of the series 
starts at the Queen’s Park Oval in 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, on Fri- 
day. AP 


KINGSTON, Jamaica — Rain 
delayed play until ten minutes be- 
fore tea Monday and committed 
the first cricket test between India 
and the West Indies to a tame 
draw. 

Fimal scores: West Indies 427 
and 241 for four wickets declared, 
India 346 and 99 for two wickets. 
Arı exciting finish was in prospect 
as the West Indies indicated their 
intention to declare at their over- 
night second irmings 241 for four 
wickets. 

‘That would bave challenged In- 
dia to score 323 to win and given 
the West Indies bowlers at least 90 
overs to try to clinch an immediate 
lead in the series of five tests. 
Light, bat persistent rain, led to an 
antî-climax. 


Although umpires Steve 
Bucknor and Mervyn Kitchen al- 
lowed play to be extended by an 
hour to rake up for some Jost 
time, it was obvious that would 
make no differeuce. They agreed 
to call off play with nire of he last 
15.overs remaining. 


to a cup final at 
on 


. Formula One 


IMOLA, Italy: Wiinesses gave evidence for the first time here on 
Tuesday, as the trial resumed info the death of Brazilian racing 
driver Ayrton Senna at the 1994 San Marîno Grand Prix. Six men 
have been charged with manslaughter after the fatal crash — 
Senna’s team owner Frank Williams, his technical director 
Patrick Head and chief designer Adrian Newey, along with three 
race officials. As the trial continued, state Maurizi 

Passarinî fo convince magisirafe Antonio Costanzo that 
Senna’s modified steering column had failed under the stress, 
causing him to veer off the Tamburello curve. But Oreste 
Dominioni, the la who is defending Williams and has 


denied the steerî before the crash, blamed the tradk’s 
asphalt surface said it had not been fully investigated. 
Rugby Union e 


LONDON: England coach Jack Rowell has dropped scrum half 
Andy rsalf and promoted Austin Healey to first choice for 
England's triple crown bid against Wales in Cardiff on Saturday. 
It is Rowell’s first change of the five nations season and gives 
Healey his second cap after his productive brief spell as a 
substitute İn ireland a month ago. Healey’s partner is named 


- Î as Paul Grayson, though the Northampton stand-off could not 


train Tuesday as he is recovering from a hip muscle injury. 
EÊ Hoke O oF SCRE OT 


CLAIREFONTAINE, France: France will be forced to make at least 
two changes for their five nations championship d slam 
show-down with Scotland here on Saturday. Outside half Alain 
Penaud, who injured his I in a.dub game last weekend, 
pulled out on Tuesday while tight-head prop Christian Califano 
was banned after punching an opponent in another club game. 
Narborıne fly-half Pierre Bondouy was called up from the a side 
but Penaud is kkely fo be replaced by Pau’s David Aucagne, who 
made such an impact when he came on as a substitute in the 
27-22 win against Wales last month. 

Racing 
CHELTENHAM, |: The 7/1 chance make a stand trained 
by Martin fipe and ridden by champion jockey Tony McCoy led 
the whole way to win the champion hurdle here on Tuesday — 
setting a course record of 3 minutes 48.40 seconds. Theatre 
World, trained by Aidan O'brien in ireland was five lengths back 
in second at 33/1 and e trucker, {rained also in Ireland 
Jessica Harrington was third at 9/2 -— leaving the powerful Iris! 
re EE r after the first day of the elite national 
hunî fest 


Tennis 
INDIAN WELLS, California: Mark Philippoussis kept his winning 
streak going on Tuesday with a first-round victory over 
10th-seeded Andre i in the 2.3 million-dollar champions 


cup. i Aızsiralian, who won his second career 
ATP tour title in 1 on S , 0 ed 
6 O) ا‎ Arizona, unday, outgunn 


„Badminton 
BIRMINGHAM, England: Lin Liwen who caused one of the 
biggest upsets of last year’s al-England badminton event 
produced another one within three hours of the start of this 
year's championships at the national indoor arena here on 
۴ . The Norwegian international champion from China 

aon he alye open lt Jantary DY banling Olyaapic 
Dane wor the Taipei open in january ing pic 
champion Foul-Erik Hoyer. In contrast to christensen 
the fop seed, made a successful slarf in his attempt at winning 
his third successive all England .title by beating Dutch man 
Cerben Bruystens 15-8, 15-2. : 

cycling 

BOLOGNA, italy: Fabrizio Furlan, head of the MG technogym 
{eam who were fined on Monday after one of their riders failed 
a blood test, threatened his men with {he sack on Tuesday. 
MG's Mauro Santfaromîta, who Furlan saîd will also now be fined 
by his team, was one of three riders whose blood test on Sunday 
revealed high haemoglobin levels at the stari of the 
Paris-Nice. The tests bad been carried out to deter the use of 
EPO, or jen, a d fo treat kidney disease 
ê el gepa Herr etr ort 
intprove erdurance. 
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His move came as part Of 
broader diplomatic initiative 
which inched a UN Genî As- 
sembly debate which was dne to 
begîn Wednesday ani expecicê io 
yield a resotîne criîcal of J- 
rael's settlement polices. g4m 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 
INDIAN... 


He gave no farther details of 
the agendas for the talks. 

Jos and Pakistan, who bve 
fought three wars since their in- 
dependence in 1947, bave uot 
held official talks since 1994. 

Their relstionship has been 
btiglrted by an ownership dispuie 
over fhe Himalzyan territory of 


` Kashmir. 


The premiers” meeting will 
take place after clear-the-air ne- 
gotîations between he neighbors” 
foreign secretaries, who are due 
to meet here from March 28-31. 

Analysts, however, have cast 


gress on fhe Kashmir iesye was 
crucial before discussing other is- 
nes such as tade, while Deve 
Gowda argued thst he territory 
was xı integral paxt of nia 
Since then, however, officials 
from both countries bave st- 
tempted to tone down their siste 
mwents on the talks. 


The MP pointed out that rels- 
tons among Musims across the 
world 


dignity of Ilam and Muslims and 
release Muslims from the Baku 


prisons. 

“Otherwise, the. Muslim peo- 
ple of lrar and, especialy the 
Muslims of Azarbaijan will urge 
the govemment of Îran to pursue 
Tran’s territorial cluims as testified 
by conclusive historical evidence, 
through international tribunal rer 
Muslims of the wretched condî- 
tions they are suffering ia Azerbai- 
jan. 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 


issues Out of the United Nations. 
The United States rebuffed Israeli 
sttempts Wednesday to keep 


tries from attending the Gaza 
meeting. 


TEHRAN TIMES 
King Hussein Warns Israel of Storm 


on Palestinian Horizon 


the new situation, created by Is- 
rzel'’s decisions, was very danger~ 
ous and intolerable. 
Bait-ul-Moqaddas’ fate, King 
Hussein sall, “îs a matter of (fi- 
nal) status negotiations. ’” “We are 


‘very very clear in our minds that 


there should be no change whatso- 
ever in the status quo until such a 


think that if it happens there's a 
ery Biron hance. of Vine; 
he said. ' a) 


| syrian 
Presidenî Meels 
Armenian EM 


Syrian Prime Minister 
Mahımmd al-Zohbi ‘met Arzoma- 
nian on Tuesday. 

The official SANA news 


eral relations, the situation ım Cen- 
tral Asia and the Arab territories 
occupied (by Israel) 

Relations ا‎ Syria and 
Armenia are good and the two 
countries sigped anı economic co~ 
operttion agreement in 1993. 

The Armenian diplomat is 
scheduled to leave Syria on Thnrs- 
day for Lebanon. 


(AFF) 
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DEVELOPMENT... 
in hiş agenda. Moreover in coun- 
ty like Iran where Islamic teach- 
officials, theories such as Trickle 


` Downhave no application. Hence, 


the next president shoald] make 
sare that all strata would be bene- 
ficiaries of the development proc~ 
e88. 


Unlike the industrialized socie- 
ties, where taxes are the ımaiti 
source ‘of the government reve 
zıues, in Iran, an oll producing 
country, govemment relies on the 
oil revenues as the mainstay of 
economy: Oil is the main source 


` of our national wealth. Our oil 


revenues should be spent for the 
welfare of all the citizens. 

Iran's foreign policy is another 
issne tat 


the world is not going to be a 
unipolar one as most of the U.S. 


Europe, Russia, Japan as well as 
Asian and African countries, 
ا ی ی‎ 


(Contd From Pg. ) 


MF os 
Baku are being tried on no chargo 


but being a Muslim,” Harisi said. 


decision to build a Jewish settle- 
ment on the outskirts of disputed 
East Bait-ul-Moqaddas and to pull 
back from only nine percent of the 
territory of the West Bank in the 
next Israeli redeployment, he said. 

‘You can’t be humiliated with- 
out having a reactian,’”’ the king 
added. 

The Palestinians have de- 
manded fat the next Jraeli with 
drawal, the first of three set out in 
the AFKhalıl accord, be from 30 
percent of the West Bank, but Is- 
rel says it has the right to deter- 
mine the size of the 


‘The Jordanian sovereign said 


NICOSIA ~~ King Hussein of Tor- 
dan warmed Israel again Wednes- 
day that violence ray erupt in the 


gov 

“I feel very strongly that things 
are not moving in the right direc- 
tion," the morarch said during an 
interview with Cable News Net- 
work (CNN) television monitored 
in Nicosia, 

‘We are sliding towards the 
possibility of despair and extrem- 
ism that might come with it ... 
violence,” he said. 

“The Palestinians seem to be 
humiliated” by the recent Israeli 


Russian Duma Approves AmneSsiy 
for Chechnya War Criminals 


Basayev and Salman Raduyev. 
Basayev was runner-up n Chech- 
oya's Fresieatiel elections in’ 


President Boris Yeltsin. It goes 
into effect once it is officially pub 
lished. 


MOSCOW ~— The Lower House 
of the Russian Parliament, the 
State Duma, passed a law Wednes- 
day granting an amnesty to 
Chechen separatist fighters and 
crimes during the 21-month 
Chechen conflict. 

‘The aumesty did not cover peo- 
ple found guilty of banditry or 
terrorism, or repeat offenders. 

It exchuded the separatists who 
took part in the mass hostage-tak- 
ing raids on Budenmovsk inı June 
1995 and Kiziyar in Janvary last 
year, denounced as terrorist acts 


Turkey Urges Iraqi Kurds 
to Pursue Peace Talks 


spokesman Sermet Atacanli told 
reporters. 

*“The two other countries also 
wish to see the peace process CON” 
tinue,” he added, referring to the 
United States and Britain. 

They will meet within the next 
few days to carry out an investi 


makers, namely the United 
States, United Kingdom and Tur- 
key, and the results are de- 
clared.” 

Representatives from the 
United States, Turkey, Britain, 
the Turcomans — the third larg- 
est minority in Iraqi Kurdistan 
after Arabs and Kurds — and he 
KDP and PUK are taking part i in 
the peace talks here. 

AP) 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 
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the resolution of cou 
tries onı Palestine at the UN Secu~ 
rity Council. 
Velayati arrived bere on 4 2- 
day visit on Tuesday on the third 
leg of his 10nation tour. He ear- 
lier visited Syria and Turkey 
where he submitted messages of 


ing of the Organization of the Is- 
lamic Conference (OIC), to_ be 
held in Tehran in December. GENA) 


ANKARA -— Turkey urged rival 
Iraqi Kurd factions on 
Wednesday to resume their peace 
talks, a day after fhe Kurdistaa 
Democratic Party (KDP) 
annouuced it was pulling out 
becanse of fae assassination of a 
party member. 

The KDP, led by Massud Bar- 
zani, said Tuesday it would no 
longer take part in the U.S. and 
Turkish-sponsored talks with the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) after one of its senior of- 
ficials was slain. 

KDP deputy leader Sami Ab- 
derrahman made the au- 
nouncement at a press conference 
after the KDP leader in the town 
of Halabja, Mouhiddin Rabim, 
was assassinated on Tuesday in 
hey the main city in Îraqî Kurd~ 


ej Î ê pêkê oka o 
continue witbout interruption de- 
spite this regrettable incident, 
Turkish Foreign Ministry 


, Kidnapped 
Germans Released 


to be flown to fhe Yemeni capital 
by the uational carrièr and then 
back to Germany later the samme 
day on a Lufthansa flight, 


AFP). 
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RELIGIONS... 


ries that the church has left behind 
during the Medieval ages, Hojja- 
toleslam Taskhiri said that the bit- 
ter memories are being forgotten 
and the church bas rectified its past 

As for the dialogue between 
Islam and Christianity, Taskhiri 
stated that at the begianing of he 
dialogues Muslims thought that 
the dislogues pursue political 
goals rather than religious ones, 
However, the doubt were gradu- 
ally removed. 

He expressed hope that the two 
sides enter into negotiations with 
sincerity to prove that the goal of 
e lope e nly o lp ERE: 


had with the bead of the Church 
Universal Council, Dr. Conrade, 
Hojjatoleslam Taskkiri termed tie 
talks fruitful. Primary steps for 
convention of a joint commission 
for holding Islam Christianity dia~ 
logues have been taken. 

Eiaborating on results of the 
dialogues, he said that the negotia- 
tions bave born ample fruits, im- 
cludivng deepening religious 
thought, establishing closer rela- 
tions with great religious schools, 
and promoting cooperation among 
the thinker of the two religions in 
different fields. The aress of mu- 
tual interests include coping with 
injustice and blasphemy, sover- 
eignty of religious values, con- 
firming the family links, healthy 
relations between men and women 
and in general dissemination of 
morality in the society, 

AlJiuding to the agreements 
reached on the sidelines of the 
conference, he said that the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization 


demic thinkers from 16 countries 
to attend the 3-day semaniar and its 


women issues and balancing be- 
tween their activities within and 
without the house, bringing up the 
children, problems of the refugees 
and relations between economy 
and morality are among the main 
subjects which were debated dur- 
ing the roundtables. 

The Iranian delegation, led by 
Hojjatoleslam Taskhiri. whiçh 
was comprised of Dr. Mohsen 
Khaliji, Fatemeh Hashemi, and 
Majid Shosee, actively partici 
pated mn the 

Taskhiri said that he had a 


which will be held in Tehran in 
March 1998 by UNESCO and the 
Islamic Culture and Relations Or- 

ion. The conference will 
dwell on the role of Muslim trans- 
lators in advancing cultural goals. 


UNESCO is supposed to hold 
10 international seminars within 


two years to help West better un- . 
derstand Islamic civilization. The 


two-day Tehran conference will be 
the first in this, series. 

According to Taskhiri, the pub- 
lication center of conference will 
publish several tide of books on 
the subject of the conference. 


MARCH 13, 1997 


TEHRAN TIMES 


Jakarta Postpones First Nuclear Power 
Plant Until 2020 


of a nuclear plant would cost over 
35 trillion rupiah (14.52 billion 
dollars). 

Habibie has previously been a 
staunch supporter of the use of 
nuclear energy for Indonesia . 

Research and preparation tO 
build an 1,800 megawatt nuclear 
plant on the slopes of the Muria 
volcano oo the northerm coast of 
densely populated central Java 
started around two Years ag0- 


It would be the first of 12 nu- 
clear power plants in central Java 
with a total power generating ca- 
pacity of 7,000 megawatts. 


Govermıments and nuclear com- 
pares from Canada, Japan and the 
United States are lobbying to sup- 
ply nuclear technology. (AFP) 


by "2020 or 2030." 

Last month demonstrations 
were held outside Parliament and 
as a draft bill on nuclear energy 
was passed. The bill will become 
law once President Suharto signs 
it. 

The new law allows for a non- 
goverment consultative body to 
be formed to advise or the build- 
ing of a nuclear power plant. The 
private sector will also be allowed 
to take part in nuclear power de- 
velopment. 

Environmentalists and a num- 
ber of academics have opposed the 
Planned building of a nuclear 
plant, claiming the final decision 
should be taken by the public. 

Habibie said the bill was in- 
tended to make nuclear power the 
“last priority" since construction 


JAKARTA — Indonesia will de- 
lay the construction of its first ou 
clear power plant to at least 2020, 
following the discovery of alterna- 
tive energy sources, reports said 
Wednesday. 

Research and Technology Mirn- 
ister Jusuf Habibie said the origi- 
mal plan, that forecast a plant to 
start in 2003, were made 20 years 
ago, before the finding of new 
energy sources, the Bisnis Indone- 
siz daily reported. 

“Right now, we have an over- 
supply of electricity. Because of 
that our energy plans have to be 
revised," Habibie told an environ- 


He said a nuclear power plant 
would be "impossible" for 2003 
but added that it might be needed 


Talks Between Bangladesh 
Government, Tribals Set to Resume 


house, where the talks would be 
held. No deadline has been set for 
the parleys. 

Two BNP leaders are part of 
the government team, but they ab- 
stamed during the first round of 
talks in Dhaka in January. 

A joint declaration issued by 
the government and Parbatya 
Chattagram Jumma Sbaranarthy 
Kalyan Samity (PCJSKS), repre- 
senting refugees in India’s Tripura 
state, said Monday that under the 
agreement repatristion would re- 
sume March 28 with 5,000 tribals 
in the first batch. 

Some 50,000 Bangladeshi 
tribais are camped in Tripura. 

Hundreds of tribesmen fled 
Bangladesh in 1986 when hostili- 
ties broke out and some 2,500 peo- 
ple have been killed in the jungle 
war. 

The Shanti Bahini, set up in 
1973 and mastiy dominated by the 
Chakma tribe, has been demand- 
ing autonomy and expulsion of the 
setllers from the region. 

(AFP) 


the three hill districts of Bandar- 
ban, Khagrachari and Rangamati, 
land rights and fate of Bengali- 
speaking Muslim settlers. 

` Military troops and police en- 
forced a tight security in the 
14,200-square-kilometer (5,680- 
square-mile) in the face of a gên- 
eral strike. 

The strike was called by the 
main opposition Bangladesh Na- 
tionalist Party (BNP) and its tradi- 
tional ally the Jamaat-e-Islami 
Party along with the Parbatyo Ban- 
galee Gano Parishad, representing 
the settlers. 

Both the BNP and Parishad 
claimed the peace talks would "go 
against the interest" of the settlers. 

Local residents said by tele- 
phone tbe Parishad members, who 
are demanding the inclusion of 
their representatives in the talks, 
staged protest marches, but the 
situation was calm. 

The PCISS leaders were ex- 
pected to fly into Dhaka later 
Wednesday by. a military helicop- 
ter and put up at the state guest 


Colombian FM Urges Foreigners 
to Avoid Paris of ihe Country 


ing for one year after bicycling 
into Colombia on a roundthe- 
world trip. 

Investigators believe guerrillas 
killed Lojkine thinking be was a 
mercenary hired to train paramili- 
tary soldiers. 

On March 4 a German, Alex- 
ander Scheurer, and an Austrian 
Johann Kehrer, were killed by 
guerrillas when the army surprised 
the rebels in a jungle area in the 
Department of Choco. on hme Pa- 
cific coast. 

Their travel companions Aus- 
trian Manfred Kehrer and German 
Mardian Muzinic were freed un- 
harmed. 

The four Europeans were Cap- 
tured February 7 by rebels of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC) who had de- 
manded 15 million dollars ran- 
som. It is illegal in Colombia to 
pay ransom to kidnappers. 

The Monday kidnapping led to 
a tightening of security routines at 
the Urra work site. Employees are 
now transported by plane or heli- 
çopter to and from the site and the 
nearest town, Monteria, and more 
stringent traveling rules have been 
enforced. AFP) 


BOGOTA — Foreign Minister 
Maria Emma Mejia Monday urged 
foreigners visiting Colombia to 
avoid certain regions, warning 
that hey could become kidnap tar- 
tS. 

The warning came after a Nor- 
wegian employee of the Swedish 
construction group Skanska was 
reported kidnapped Monday while 
în the country on vacation. 

Stein Varme, 46, left his work- 
place in the town of Urra on Feb- 
ruary 20 and was heading by car 
to Ecuador to join his wife and 
chîld. But he has not been heard of 
since then, his employer said. 

The Norwegian daily Verdens 
Gang reported Monday that the 
guerrilla group Eln had kidnapped 
Vatne. 

“They do it for ransom. And we 
are hopeful hat he wil be re- 
leased," Skanska representative 
Bernt Nilsson told the paper. 

Mejia reminded diplomats 
working in Colombia that three 
other foreigners have recently 
been kidnapped and killed in two 


the body of Russian Vassili Lo- 
jkine in the Uraba region near he 
Panama border. He had been miss- 


DHAKA — Another round of 
peace talks was set to begin in 
Dhaka Wednesday between the 
Bangladesh government and tribal 
leaders from the southeastern 
hills. 

The talks were be led by parlia- 
mentary chief Abhul Hasnat Ab- 
dullah and Jatîndra Buddhipriyo 
Larma of the Parbatya Chattagram 
Janasanghati Samity (PCJSS), the 
political wing of the rebel Shanti 
Bahini (peace force). 


The breakthrough in the peace 
pîocess came Sunday after the 
tribal leaders sheltered in neigh- 
boring India’s Tripura state, and a 
government team sealed a package 
deal for resuming repatriation of 
refugees to their homes after a 
two-year break. 

Official sources said Wednes- 
day's talks were to focus on the 
kind of autonomy to be given to 


Nazarbayev had said earlier 
this month that NATO shouldn’t 
rush with its expansion plans. 

But Solana reiterated his assur- 
ances that Russia’s fears of 
NATO’s expansion are un- 


"I do not think that NATO is a 
threat to anybody," Solana said. 
"NATO is an organization of 16 
democratic countries, and 16 
democratic countries cannot be a 
threat to anybody." 

"There may be misconcep- 
tions," he said. “We still bave too 
many images of the past, but the 
NATO of ’97 has kitile to do with 
the NATO of 1960s, ° Solana said. 

He said that NATO and Russia 
seemed to be headed toward reach- 
ing a mutually acceptable relation- 
ship, but somêé differences remain. 


NATO has offered to negotiate 


` ۾‎ special charter with Russia, set- 


tng out a new relationship and 
idî ity 
Russia wants the document to 
be legally binding. The alliance 
has said the document should be 
“politically” binding in order to 
avoid the need for ratification by 
all 16 NATO parliaments as well 
as the hard-line Russian legisla- 
ture. AF) 
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U.S. Urges Europe to Get Serious on 
Stamping Out Bribery 


passed antibribery legislation 
nearly 20 years ago, he said: “It is 
Past time for Europe to act as 
well." 


Larson also urged merbers of 
the European Union to expand 
measures to eliminate the tax de- 
ductibility of foreign brtbes. 

While the union is about to 


bribe a Brazilian or American: of- 
ficial?" he asked 
(AFP) 


Nepal’s New Coalition 


he Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and and Development at 
is May ministerial meeting in 


But Larson: said several Euro- 
pean countries, notably France 


Noting that the United States 


WASHINGTON — A senior U.S. 


official on Tuesday charged that 
را ا‎ 


Promises to Fight Corruption 


205-member Lower House of Par- 
liament, were expected to domi- 
nate the new coalition. 

Chand has said he controls 10 
of the RPP’s 19 votes, while the 
NSP has two seats. One lawmaker 
from the communist Nepal Work- 
ers and Peasants Party (NWPP) 
has pledged to support the coali- 
tion, giving it 103 votes im the 


The absence of any majority 


ment which emerged from the 


have forced the RPP and UML to 
put aside their long-standing dif- 
ferences and ally. 
The next general election is not 
scheduled until November 1999. 
Nepal, which maintained self- 


imposed isolation until the middle 
of the century, is one of the 
workd’s.10 poorest nations with an 
annual average income of 200 a 


Tuesday to allay fears about the 
alliance"s castward expansion. 


Solana said NATO intended to. 


expand contacts with Kazakhstan 
and other countries ir the region 
as part of the partnership for peace 


program. 

“We are going f0 cooperate in 
a much broader sense through this 
program," Solana told reporters 
after the meeting with President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev. 

Military exercises are set for 
southera Kazakhstan in Septem- 
ber. 

They will include fnrces from 
the host country as well asKyr- 
gyzstan, Uzbekistan and the 
United States. 

The former Soviet 1K 
seek closer relations with NATO 
while also maintaining warm ties 
with Russia, which adamantly op- 
poses the zlliznce’s plans to move 
into Ezstem Europe. 


Solana’s Central Asian tour in- 
cludes visits to. the four countries 
that are membërs of both NATO’s 
partnership for peace program and 
the Russian-led Commonwealth of 
Independent States. 


1961 to 1990 and was fiercely op- 


Chand’s RPP faction joined 
hands with the communists and the 
NSP last week to topple Prime 
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba, 
who had headed a three-party coa- 
lition led by bis centrist Nepali 
Congress and including the RPP 


` for 17 months. 


Deuba’s government, was un- 
dermined by charges of corruption 
and the RPP’s allegatious that 
Nepali Congress dominated the 


` cozlition. Deuba resigned last 


Thursday but has stayed on as 


The UML had beld power from 
November 1994, when inconchi- 
sive elections were held, 


general 
until September 1995 when Deuba 


engineered the communists’ 


The commurists, the biggest 
single party with 90 seats in the 


EATHMANDU —. Nepal's new 
goveming coalition linking a cen- 
ter-right prime minister and for- 


the Rashtriya Prajatantra Party ` 


(RPP) was to be swom in later on 
Tuesday as the Himalayan king- 
dom’s fifth prime rmirister since 
multiparty democracy was estab- 
lisbed in 1990. 

A splinter faction of thie RPP 
led by Chand has allied with the 
comımmist Unified Marxist-Lerı- 
inist (UML) party and the centrist 
Nepal Sadbhavana Party (NSP). 

The new coalitiog will put an 
end to the confusion and uncer- 
tamty ard bring about political sta- 
bility, the statement said. 

Chand, 57, served twice as 
prime minister under the 


Panchayat system of partyless . 


government which lasted from 


Bhutto Wants to Quit 
Party Leadership 


The 30-year old party, 
launched in 1967 by her late father 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, was routed in 
the February 3 elections by the 
Pakistın Muslim League, led by 
Nawaz Sbarif, who subsequently 
became prime minister. 

She said the new priıne minister 
had not taken any step agains her 


family which could be terméas 


le Bhutto was still in 
20 while PEF) 


ISLAMABAD — Former Premier 
Benazir Bhutto has said she would 
urge her Pakistan People’s Party 
fo choose s4 Bew leader despite 
being named by the party as life- 
long president, it was reported 
Wednesday . 

She told reporters ahe had 
played hes role in poltics and she 
wis not aspiring tO reburn to power 


PPP meeting in Islamabad en 
dorsed her as the party"s president 
for Tife. 

The paper quoted Bhutto a8 
saying that despite the party's de- 


a a ree e HR Rin rae e rhe late 


Viore Reacts Cavfiously 1 


fo New Albanian PM 


On Tuesday, four reprfe- 
sentatives from Yiore went to 
Gjîrokaster to meet other south 
erm leaders, but there WES oO 
comment on wiıat the outcome, if 
any, of fhe talks had been. 

Jn Vlore itself, tbe eitaxtiorn 
seemed stable — iq conirsst to fhe 


(arp PHOID 


pensation for savings lost in 
frmudnlent irvestriext schameg. 

“We are happy that Albaxis 
basa a new prime minister, bt we 

don’t kaow who this person i8,” 
a spokesman for the local “Salva 
tion Committee” in this southern 
Adriatic port of 80,000 people, 
the biggest city in the south. 


DUBLIN, Ireland — Mary 
Robinson, Ireland’s first woman 
president, announced Weduesday 
that she will not seek a second 
seven-year term. 

The announcement ended 


.monfhs of speculation about her 


future in fhe Irish government, buf 
raised fresh speculation about 
whether she plans to step onto fhe 
international stago in a top job wih 
the United Nations. 

Mrs. Robinson has scored can- 
sistenlly high ratings im opinion 
polls and would slmost certainly 
have been unopposed if she had 
sought a second term. 

She has been mentioned as a 

date to | UN 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (March 12): Indonesian President Suharto bangs a goug to mark the opening of 
the First ASEAN Business Summîf, as Indonesian tycoon Aburizal Bakrie () and Coordinating Minister. 
for Production and Distribution Hartario Sastrosunarto (C) kook ou. The summit is intended to foster 
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the bride was iu fact 4 
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TOKAI, Japan (March 11): An investigator of the Power Reactor and Nudlear Fuel 
inspects the scene of the explosion at the bituminzation facility in the nudear fuel f ing plant 
în the village of Tokai, Ibaraki Prefeciure, some 100 km (62 miles) northeast of Tol 


Bride urns e fo e 


Hundreds of 
ewcll eken he 18 year. a li aon af a ferrtily in he east Kaliman- 
tan tous married, even though some sniggered because 
bride was more than hvice his age. 


Then the gossip was cow, 
36-year-old traxsvestite. 


plant caused {eak of radioactivity, Premier Ryutaro Hashimoto said 12 March, 


Tirefighters interviewed by TBS 
said it took two and s half 
hours for the fire department ta be 
told. arf) 


King Swears In New PM 


Ending Nepal Political Crisis 


KATHMANDU — Nepal’s King 
Birendra Wednesday approved 
the new coalition government led 
by rightwing Prime Minister 
Lokendra Bahadur Chand with 
communist allies, ending 4 
six-day political crisis in this 
Himalayan kingdom. 

of office to Chand, 58, at a simple 
function at the royal palace at- 


is composed of the rightist Na- 
tional Democratic Party (NDP), 
the Nepal Communist Party- 
United Marxist and Leninist 
(NCP-UML) and the pro-lndia 
Nepal Sadbhavana Party (NSP). 

. The Nepal Workers’ and Peas- 
ants” Party (NWPP), with only 
one MP in Parliament, while sup- 
porting the government will not 


It was quickly extinguished, the 

company said, but was followed 
some 10 hours later by an explo 
sion. 

Donen said an investigation had 
been started, but official attacks 
on its actions soon started. Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto 
voiced displeasure at Donen’s han- 
dling of the radiation leak. 

Two workers were stuck ort the 
roof of the plant for five hours 
after the fire and Donen waited 
two and a half hours to tell the 
fire brigade, the Tokyo Broadcast 
ing System (TBS) reported. 


company finally had to get a 
crane to rescue the two workers On 
the roof of the four-story 
building after the fire. lt showed 
pictures taken from a helicopter 
of the two men on the building. 


TOKYO — The Japanese state 
noclear cotupany faced a storm 
of criticism Wednesday after a fire 
and an explosion at a 
reprocessing plant exposed 35 
workers to radiation. 


over its reaction to the Tokai Plant 
alert and the health risks it raised. 
Donen said 35 workers at the plant 
in Inabaki prefecture, 115 kilome- 
ters (70 miles) northeast of Tokyo, 
were exposed to “very iow 
level” radiation which a company 


He said tlhe radiation levels 
found were “less than 
one-thousandth of the anual per- 
missible radiation exposure 
level.” 

The fire broke out on Tuesday. 


Violence, Gunbattle Mar 
Zulu March in Johannesburg 


air — they then termed their 
weapons on the police, who re- 
turned fire. 

Officers arrested at least two 
people at the park just outside he 
city hall. 

AFP) 
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JOHANNESBURG — A brief 
but fierce gunbattie erupted in 
central Joharnesburg Wednesday 
between police aad 
damonstrators during a day of 
Zulu nationalist protests that left 
at least two people dead. 


At least two were seriously 
wounded —~ orıe of then could be 
seen lying bloodied and motion- 
less on the pavement — as shots 
were exchanged at the downtown 
library gardens, an AFP corre- 
spondent reported from the 
scene. 

The gunbattle began after 
some members of a crowd of 
about 13,000 pulled out firearms 
and started shooting volleys in he 
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German Builders See Slump 


Talk of Single Currency 
Gathers Pace 


EMU. 

At the moment, however, the 
chance of a postponement has con 
centrated the minds of European 


Venice, Dini said: Towards the 
end of the year we will be in a 
position to see whether the deci- 
sions on which countries will par- 
ticipate from the start will need to 
be put back a bit. 

EU leaders are expected to de- 
cide on which countries qualify in 
the early part of next year. 

Among the various delay sce- 
narios speculated on in financial 
markets, two have gained particu” 
lar currency. 

One sees EU finance ministers 
taking advantage of a supposed 
loophole in the Maastricht Treaty 
that would allow a later start date, 
such as January 1, 2001. 

A second, and possibly more 
contentious option, would be to Jet 
EMU go ahead in 1999 as an 
empty shell with nope of the EU’s 
15 member nations actually join- 
ing util they had met the eco- 

EU Monetary officials say both 
strategies are inconsistent with the 
workings of the Maastricht 
Treaty, with one official calling 
the second option ludicrous. 

You cannot decide on a delay 
without knowledge of the partici- 
pants, said the official. Both in the 
spirit and the letter of the treaty, 
this option does uot exist. 

Most observers believe & cred- 
ible delay for EMU, should it be 
necessary, would be decided later 
this year and require EU leaders to 
renegotiate Maastricht. 
re 


confidence in a timely start to 


1997 budget deficit down to 2.9% 
of gross domestic product (GDP). 
In remarks made on Monday, 
however, he stopped short of sUE- 
gesting a delay to EMU, saying 
such a development would be 4 
major setback to government ef” 
forts to consolidate their budg- 
eS. 
Italian Foreign Minister Lam” 
berto Dini added to the speculative 
mill with weekend remarks that he 
did not rule out a delay to the 
decision on which countries would 
qualify for the single currency. 

British Prime Minister Jolin 

Major also said on Monday he 
would be prepared to vote against 
other European Union countries 
joining a single currency if hey 
were not ready. 

Hax, head of the influential five 
wise men that advises the German 
government, told a German news- 
paper that Bonn should put off 
joining the single currency until its 
own finances were in order. 

The truth is quite simple. Sta- 
bility comes before the timetable, 
Hax said. 

Struggling under the weight of 
record unemployment and its assO- 
ciated costs, Germany has seen its 
budget projections called into 
question for 1997, the critical year 
on which countries will be judged 
whetber they qualify for EMU. 

Governments must bring their 
budget deficits down to the equiva- 
lent of 3% of overall economic 
output in 1997 if they wish to 
join. 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kobl, standing firm against the 


' rising tide of EMU pessimism, 


stuck to his argument on Saturday 
that Germany would fulfil the eco- 
nomic convergence criteria for 
EMU and the common currency 
would be launched as planned in 
1999. 

Although most economists still 
expect morıetary union to go ahead 
on schedule, uncertainty over Ger- 
many’s economic performance bas 
introduced an element of caution. 

A lot hinges onı whether we will 
see a drop in (German) unermploy- 
ment. in the spring, said 
Mayer, economist at Goldman 
Sachs in Frankfurt. 

Many economists expect Ger- 
many’s jobs outlook, distorted by 
severe weather earlier this winter, 
to brighten, which would rekindle 


Chirac Says Lat Am Futur 


With Europe, Not U.S. 


ous development aid donor for 
Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay and 
Argentina, the four members of 
the Mercosur Customs Union 


velopment aid, call for drug con 
suming countries tO help 
producing coustries eradicate hz 

, anl urge social justice for 


nmdians. 
(Rector) 


PARIS — French President Jac- 
ques Chirac said on Sunday on the 
eve of a tour of Latin America that 
the continent's economic future 
lay not in ties with United States 
but with Europe. 

Latin America understands 
perfectly that it is not in its interest 
to lock itself into exclusive re- 
gional integration, Chirac tokd ra- 
dio France Intemationale in arı 

Jts vocation is not to be a piece 
of NAFTA (North American Free 
Trade Agreement), its vocation is 
to be...open to the world and its” 
essential economic interest, trade, 
investment, aid, is not with the 
Urîted States but towards Europe, 
Chirac said. 

He noted that the European Un- 
ion was the main trading partner, 


. biggest investor and most gensr- 


09 


1: ⁄ ۰ 
BRUSSELS — Speculation that 
the launch of Europe's single cur- 
rency could be delayed grew on 
Monday as doubts emerged from 
Germany and Italy over the readi- 
ness of some countries to meet 
economic targets for membership 
by the planned start in 1999. 

One of Germany's leading 
economists, Herbert Hax, called 
over the weekend for a delay nm 
Economic and Monetary Union 
(EMU), arguing that Bonn would 
in all likelihood miss the tough 
entry rules on budget deficits and 
debt. 

Bundesbank Council member 
Klaus-Dieter Kuebbacher, echo- 
ing such pessimism, said he 
dçşubted the German government 
would reach its soal of bringing its 
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Continuing, Costing Jobs 


Eichbauer called on the govem” 
ment to boost public, spending onu 
construction. As bright spots of 
latent demand, he said 50 billion 
marks ($29.3 billion) in invest- 
ment was needed for energy con” 
servation measures in public 
buildings and 30 billion marks for 
remodelling railway stations, 

But he acknowledged that gov- 
emment at all levels was ۴ 
pressure to slash spepding and 
duce deficits. Germany aims to 
reduce its budget deficit this year 
to 3% of total economic output to 


dustry could be back on the up” 
swing next year or the year after 
but might never again see the 
surges of demand it experienced 
periodically in Germany’s post” 
tory. 

Still, a long-term forecast by 
the respected IFO Economic Re- 
search Institute, showing average 
0.3% growth in the construction 
sector through to 2006, was too 
pessimistic, he said. 

Eichbauer said the industry 
would be forced to reduce sick Pay 
as the law now allowed and was 
not in a position to offer wage rises 
that kept pace even with Ger- 
many's current low level of infla- 
tion. 


GE Eyes UAE 


Offset Venture 


The state-of-the-art robotics sys- 
tem, called Maverick, has been 
developed by Solex in conjunc 
tion with the U.S. Department of 
Energy, UOG said. 

*““Maveriçk, anı advanced tech- 
nology, remotely-operated robot, 
collects corrosion data from the 
interior walls and bottom of tanks 
with a refined product while they 
remain in service,” a statement 
said. 

“As a resılt, operators can in- 
spect for leakage without taking 
their tanks offline, draining inven- 
tory, cleaning the interior and dis- 
posing of waste.” 

Solex owns 49% of the pro- 
jects capital of two million dollars 
while the rest is controlled by the 
local AlJl-Mansuri oil services 
firm. 

Don Hartsel] of Solex said the 
systerh would be marketed within 
four months for the first time in the 
world. He expected strong de- 
mand for the machine, which he 
said reduces inspection costs by 
nearly two thirds. 

Hartsell estimated there are 
more than 5,000 oil tanks in the 


. six-nation (Persian) Gulf Coop- 


eration Couwmcil [(P}JGCC)] and 
Yemen and the costs of traditional 
nearly $170 million. The new sys- 
tem has been successfully tested 
by Exxon, Mobil and Shell, be 


added. 

Mazrui later told AFP there 
were now nearly 20 offset ven” 
tares in the UAE with investments 
of aromd 1.3 billion dirhams 
($354 million). 

Under offset programs intro- 
duced by the UAE five years ago, 
arms suppliers xrust reinvest in 
local civilian projects that are 
likely to produce a turnover of 
60% of the pickage's vale in a 
specific period of time. ars 


ABU DHABI —The United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) announced on 
Tuesday a new offset project in 
volving the U.S. aircraft oıaker 
Ggeneral Eelectric, which is hop” 
mg to win part of a multi-billion- 
dollar jet deal. 

. The new project, Solex Robot- 
tics Services LLC, is a joint ven- 
ture between a local group and the 
Houston-based Solex Environ- 
mental Services. 

Chairman of the UAE 
Offsets Group (UOG), Maham- 
med Al-Mazrui, said General 
Electric had arranged for the crea 
tion of the venture and would work 
with Solex ani UOG to support the 
operations of the company. 

“It is a pre-offset venture ar- 
ranged by gEneral Electric. It 
could be hoping to win some deals 
in the UAE, like the engines for 
the aircraft which will be pur- 
chased by the UAE air force,’” 
Mazrui told reporters. 


He did not elaborate on the jet ` 
deal but the UAE, & major oil 


producer, is believed to be seeking 
up to 80 fighters worth nearly six 
billion dollars. 

It will be the coımtry's biggest 
ever single aircraft package, part 
of its plans to bolster its defense 
capability. The UAE’s largest jet 
deal was struck with France in 
early 1980 and it iıvolved 36 Mi- 
rage fighters. 

France is again competing with 
the United States to wîn the new 


nouncing the opening of an office 
în Abu Dhabi this week after en 
tering into an alliance. They are 
Dassault Aviation, SNECMA and 


The latest U.S. offset project 
involves marketing a new system 
used in the inspect tion of oil tanks. 


‘Construction employment was 
likely to fall to 900,000 by the end 
of ds decade from 1.3 million 
today,. he said, a trend that ran 
counter to the government’s goal 
of halving unemployment in the 
same period. 

He estimated that 400,000 
workers in the higbly seasonal - 
dustry were out of work in Janu- 
ary, when a 25% month-on-month 
decline in construction output was 


im industrîal iucti 

Bad weather, changes to winter 
payments for idle workers and the 
lapsing of tax incentives for con- 
struction in east Germany were 


"cited as the tuain reasons for the 


January slump. 

About 150,000 of those con- 
struction workers might now be 
back at work but by the end of 
March unemployment in the sector 
would still be 200, 000 to 250,000. 
The industry should show a net 
90,000 decline in jobs this year, he 
said. 

There are fewer than 100,000 
hard-coal miners in Germany. 

Eichbauer estimated tha! 7,000 
of germany’s 70,000 building con- 
tractors could go bust this year a5 
building prices fell another 2%. 


fall by 2% n western Germany 
this year and 4% in the east. ° 
Even the contruction of new 
government buildings in Berlin 
could nat outweigh a slackening of 
momentum from German unifica- 
tion and reconstruction of the for- 


fall by 2.5%, in commercial con- 
struction by 2% and io the public 
sector by 3 %, the ZDB said. 


Sign Agreement 


tion. 
Rafidah said total trade be- 
tween Malaysia and Morocco last 


year was just 41.3 million ringgit 


($16.52 million), with Malaysian 
amounting to 40 million 


‘exports 
- ringgit ($16 million). 


Referring to the huge imbal- 
ance and a decrease in Morocco's 
exports to Malaysia, she said: 
‘‘We have to do something to cor- 
rect it.” 
` ` She urged Moroccan traders to 
explore other export opportunities 
in Malaysia, whose imports from 
Morocco now are mainly valves 
and tubes, integrated circuits and 
parts, and electrical machinery 
and apparatus. *” . 

Malaysia's main exports to 
Morocco are natural rubber, palm 
oîl, sound recorders, fruits and 
puts, and radio and television re- 
ceivers. 

Jettou, who arrived Monday 
with a-12-member delegation for a 
three-day visit, said Morocco was 
seeking foreign investment to help 
in converting its telecommunica- 
tions sector to private Operation. 

Morocco also has opened its 
doors to foreign investors in areas 
like ness and encouraged 
investment in its textiles sector, he 
added. 5 


BONN — German construction 
investment should fall another 
25% this year, forcing 10% of . 
adding to the courtry"s jobs crisis, 
the ZDB Builders” Association 
said on Monday. : 


tor, which accounts for about 10% 
i 4 3 of thê Germar economy, droppéd 
4 ES %1 HT last year. : 

Losses plus lower sales ard or-‏ ل 
ders shoulã remain the rule at least‏ 
until the second half of this year,‏ 
ZDB President Fritz . Eicbhbaver‏ 
told a news conference.‏ 

Abont 7,000 building workers 
protested on Monday against mass 
unemployment in the sector by . 
stopping work on Berlin’s Potsda- 
mer Platz, where a towering forest 

‘iu. of cranes overlook Europe's larg- 

est construction site. 
The IG Bau Union said con- 
` ^ struction workers would hold a . 
vigil ali week at the Brandenburg 
Gate. ا‎ 

Construction Minister Klaus 
Toepfer said last year’s 6.8% de- 
clipe in public construction invest 
downtarn and bad to be stopped. 

The government would be 
looking harder at possibilities for 
private fmancing of public works 
projects such as water .treatment 
plants, which can cut costs 
sharply, Toepfer said. . 

Thousands of coal miners fear 


yS She WIR 


8 gs a TF 

ECONnd TEM og for deir jobs also 
A headlines by blocking Bonn’s 

* «=: gain thoroughfare on Monday. 

¬ But Eichbauer said the ermploy- 

ment outlook în the construction 


sector was even bieaker. The con- 
ا‎ jobs this ycar than there are coal 


i” mipers in all of Germany, he‏ 2.- ا 


layi Noro 


KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia — 
Morocco and Malaysia signed an 
agreement Monday aimed at ex 
pending the trade between: them, 
which Malaysia's trade minister 
called too small. 
Driss Jettou, Morocco"s minis 
ٍ ter of commerce, industry and 
"“ pandicrafl, who sigued for his 
more investment. : 
Malaysian Intemational Trade 
anû Industry Minister Rafidah 
Aziz saî she hoped the new agree- 
ment would pave the way for the 
private sectors to explore trade 
and investment opportunities. 


Nikkei Turns 
Lower, Dollar 
Above 122 Yen in 


Meanwhile, the dollar was 
quoted at 1272.11-13 i hate mom” 


` ` ing trading, up from 121.83 yea nı 
„.i New York late Tuesday aud com- 
are .- pared with 121.38-40 yer bere İzte 


Tuesday. 


Dead Sea 
Relic Given * 
to Jordan 


PARIS ——~ A Dead Sez arcine- 
the key to secret hidden trexsures 
as given t0 Jordan Tuesday af- 
ter Frexıch experis spent more 
than two years restoring If. 

The 2,000-year-old copper 
relic, which bears inscriptions 
apparently indicating more han 
60 ftocatious where tremstres 
could be found, was presented at 
the Louvre Museum to Queen . 
Noor of Jordan, wioee country 
helê the eri la whiob as 
found in 1952. 3 

“1 am astonished at the grow 2 
ing sophistication of technol: 
ogy,” she suid, referring to 9 
French scientists who bave been 
working to remove rust from thie ص‎ 
rolled piece of metal since it was 
sent to France in 1994. 

The piece is to be put on show 
in Amman. Restorers bave cov- 
ered some of ît in Plexiglass to 

it from further damage. 

French biblical experts bave 
taken advantage of its stay in 
France to revise translations of 
the inscriptions, which indicated 
54 locations of possible treasire ر‎ 

7 


bideaways. : 
“My reading indicates 61 
rather than 64 treasure troves, 
said Emile Puech of the French 
Biblical and Archaeological ° 


School in Bait-ul-Moqaddas, cit Û ma a 
ing sites near Jericho, Samaria e 2 
and: Quzntan in the West Bank جو‎ 
and in Bait-ul-Moqaddas. ET 

His translation suggested the ا‎ 
treasures were not saved from the E 


vaded Bait-ul-Moqaddas, but j =. 8 
belonged to the Essenes ——~a Jew» ian: e 
ish sect which lived in Qumran, زا ا‎ 93 
at the northern end of the Dead 
ype eh 
to the 1st century A.D. 


ing the River Allan, the only pa- 
trons at the bar on a recent day 
were a couple of locals staring 
into their drinks. 

“We never dreamed this dis- 
aster would affect us as it has,” 
owner John Castelow said. “I 
suppose some people are embar- 
rassed to come into Dunblane. 
Maybe there's a guilt thing.” 

Visitors would help Durblane 
get back to normal, Castelow 
Suggested. 


But for some, normality is 
over. 

“How, how do you move 
on?” Les Morton, whose child 
Emily died, says in “Dunblane: 
Remembering Our Children’, 


President Bans Showing of |: 
Filipina Maid’s Life Story 


said the movie offended their Is- .ك‎ 
The movie, produced by Viva 

Films, was scheduled to be 

showa in Manila theaters on کش‎ 


had seen the film, said irra report 
to Ramos that the movie por- 
trayed the UAE judicial system 
“in a bad ligbt.”” 

Caday also described the 
scene where Baiabagan was 2: 
given. 100 lashes as “exagger- 1. 
ated” because it showed a budy 
male jailguard hitting Sarah with 
»« large stick. 

“Ordinarily, if e inmate i 
female, a female guard will do 


Caday also said that fhe rape 
scene in the movie, which 


. the lashing,” Caday said 


MANILA — Philippive Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos on Tuesday 
banned a movie on Filipina maid 
Sarah Balabagan’s ordeal n the 
United Arab Emirates, saying it 
could upset ties between Manila 
qpd Abu Dhabi, officials said. 


The film tells the life story of 


19-year-old Balabagan, a Fili- 
pino Muslim girl who was saved 


by a royal pardon from a firing ` 


squad in the United Arab Emir- 
ates (UAE), where she was con- 
victed for the 1994 stabbing death 
of her Arab employer whom she 
said had attempted to rape her. 

tary Ruben Torres said he re- 
ceived a fax from Ramos, who is 
currentîy visiting Bahrain, order- 


ing him to “take all the neceasaiy . 


actions to defer the public show- 
ing of the .said movie due to an- 
ticipated extremely negative 
impact” on bilateral ties. 


He said it could also lead to ` 
- “gisk of failure in negotiations fo 


save 3Jaln Aquino,” a Filipino 
who has his 

sppealed his death sen- 
Court for the killing of anı dian 


petition of a Muslim group who 


Dunblane is the sort of place 


beds aftracted by the sınany fish in the area. 


saort: Hope, Vourage and Some Divisions 


sung by Dunblane children. Crit- 
ics considered it mawkish. 

Some Dunblane residents say 
they nuust begin to put the tragedy 
behind them. 

*““We have got to break free of 
this. We bave got to move on," 
Aun Dickson, a member of the 
local Stirling Council and a 30- 
year resident of Dunblane, said 
in an interview. 

‘We're not asking the parents 
to break free,” added Mrs. Dick- 


E, IUE ET VILAINE, France (March 12): Ans 8,70m basking shark, weighing 4 tons, beached itself March 10 inthe Cancale bay, 
nce. Taking advantage of the high tide, the shark reached oyste 


Lecacy 0f Dunblane Has 


Weduesday by Britain's Inde- 
pendent Television Network, 
was, they said, to sbow “‘“we can 
be positive from day to day ... 
and how the children and Gwen 
(teacher Gwen Mayor) live on." 

So do the children who were 
wounded. 

Six-year-old Coll Austin, shot 
four times including while he lay 
bleeding on the ground staring at 
Hamilton's approaching boots, 
was hurt worst. 


There is resentimext that the centuries-old town sis 
branded a massacre site; grumbles that the bereaved 
parents won’t let Dunblane move on; and gossip about 
payouts from the compensation funds after the March 


son, who taught Sunday school to 
some of the victims’ parents. 
“But there mist be a way to deal 
with it without involving the 
whole town.” م‎ 

This is a town where most 
people know each other, at least 
by siglıt — and some a good deal 
better. 


where a new car doesn’t go un- 
noticed. There’s gossip in the 
sole supermarket and in the li- 
brary, about who's benefited 
from relief funds, swollen by 
contributions from arouud the 
world. 


Trustees appointed by the . 


council run a £4.5 million ($7.2 
million) fund. 

“The fund does not discuss in 
public the ‘distribution of any of 
ifs money,” council spokesman 


13 tragedy. 


Now fully recovered physi- 
cally, Coll plays soccer and is 
back at the Dunblane Primary 
School. He has asked bis parents 
for a pair of “time shoes” that 
would enable him to travel back 
in time to fetch his dead friends. 

Coll, initially not expected to 
survive, opened his eyes four 
days after surgery tÖ tell his par- 
ents what had happened. 

“In a whisper, he told us that 
Mrs. Mayor was dead and that 
everybody else was dead,” Rona 


Austin recalls in thê armiversary 
book, “Dunblane: Our Year of 
Tears". 


“He said he couldn’t go back 
to school because his teacher had 
been killed.” 

Coll's teacher was indeed 
dead. But Coll learned that some 
of his friends had survived. 

When told that Hamilton — a 
resentful loner suspected of being 
a paedophile — bad turned the 


gun on himself and was alsn 


“How, how do you move on? The instinct is to stay where 


tined for a conmonity project, 
perhaps a swimming pool. 

A support center remains open 
with eight full-time staff. The 
cost is borne by the national gov- 


previous 
At the Stirling Arms, a small, 
17th-century hostelry overlook- 


we are.” 


dead, Coll replied, “That's fair.” 

In the year since the killings, 
blane’s 10,000 residents. 

Divisions erupted publicly in 
December when the bereaved 
Parents planned to erect a 6-foot 
(2-meter) Christmas tree in the 
powered by a generator. They 
backed down after protests that it 
was inappropriate. 

The tree idea followed the re- 
lease of a recording, “Knockin” 
on Heaven's Door", adapted 
from the Bob Dylan tune and 


ب دس م 


ا" 


DUNBLANE, Scotland — In the 
cemetery, rain lashes 16 small 
headstones clustered around a 
larger ore, and Dunblane’s main 
street is eerily quiet. 

Visitors have shunned this 
beautiful Scottish town in the 
year since gunman Thomas Harm- 
ilton slaughtered 16 kindergart- 
ners aud their teacher in the 
school gym. Another 12 children 
and two teachers were wounded. 

Twelve months later, theres 
hope, strength, courage — and 
some divisions, 

There is resentment that the 
centuries-old town is branded a 
massacre site; grumıbles that the 
bereaved parents won't let Dun- 
blane move on; and gossip about 
payouts from the compensation 
funds after the March 13 tragedy. 

Parents who meet each Thurs- 
day in a church ball near Dun- 
blane"s gray stone 12th-century 
cathedral have formed close 
bonds. They laugh, they treasure 
family videos of the final Christ- 
mas for their children, and they 
comfort one another. They are 
marking the anniversary with a 
TV documentary and a book. 

Mick North, a widower whose 
only child, Sophie, 5, was killed, 
to show “how well human nature 
can deal with things, even things 
as awful as Dunblane.” 

The documentary, broadcast 


e TT 
TEHRAN TIMES : MAECH 13, 1997 | 


PAGE 6 general 


DETROIT — A guoman shout- 
ing religious passages opened 
fire at a bank Tuesday, killing 
three people and wounding two 
others before he was shot dead. 
It was the second deadly big-city 
bank shootout in the United 
States in 11 days. 

The manager and assistant 
manager of the Comerica Bank 
branch on Detroit's East Side 
Were among the dead. 

` A man who was sbot in the 
face before the gunman stormed 
into the bank survived and was 
hospitalized in serious condition, 
Deputy Police Chief Benny 
Napolean said. 

Inside the bank, Napoleon 
said the gunman begsn sbovting 
religious phrases and asking peo” 
ple to recite the Lord's prayer 45 
he started firing. Three bank em- 
ployees, including the managers, 
were shot. 

“It appears as if we have a 
persona who walked in to kill," 
Police Chief Isaiah Mckinnon 
said. 

The gunman then grabbed 4 
hostage, ran outside and shot the 
hostage before ùe exchanged fire 
with police and was killed, 
Mckinnon said. No police offi- 
vers were injured. 

Mckinnon initially described 
the shootings as an attempted 
bank robbery but later said it was 
HOt. 

‘We are in the process of im- 
vestigating to see if in fact there 
is the possibility of someone else 
being involved,” Mckinnon said. 

‘The Comerica branch is lo- 
cated on a commercial strip Sur 
rounded by a residential 


After a botched holdup at the 
Bank of America in Los Angeles 
on February 28, two men died in 
a brazen gunfight with police. 
Sixteen police officers and civil- 
ans were wounded or injured in 
the battle, which was televised 

Authorities identified the gun- 
men as Emil Matasarearm, a 30- 
year-old Romanian emigre, and 
his accomplice, 26-year-old 
a E 


Charles Visits UN, 
Talks to Camilla 


Weston, later made an im- 
promıptu visit to the UN Security 
Council, startling UN diplomats 
as his security escort brushed 
past them. 

But the prince did not enter the 
Security Council chamber where 
the 15 members were in formal 
session, issuing a condermation 
of Bosnian Croats for their role 
in sbootings last mouth in the 
divided city of Mostar in Bosnia- 
Hercegovina. 

“Prince Charles, in New York 
for a dinner at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Ast at which he is 
guest of honor, was to attend a 
lunch with Annan hosted by 
Weston. 

The Metropolitan Museum 
dinner was for the founding spon- 
sars of the American Associates 
of the Saint Catherine Founda- 


tion. 
afr) 


UNTTED NATIONS —Britain’s 
Prince Charles arrived at the 
United Nations on Tuesday to 
applause and cheers from UN 
staff members, and headed 
straight for Camilla. 

Camilla Wahi that is. She and 
a group of other staff members 
had gathered by the UN building 
elevators to greet the British heir 
to the throne. 

Prince Charlés, who is roman- 
tically linked to Camilla Parker 
Bowles, studiously aveided jour- 
nalists as he arrived to pay a 

call on UN chief Kofi 
Annan, but chatted briefly with 
staff as.he waited at the elevator. 

Wahl told reporters after- 
wards that the pripce asked her if 
she worked at the United Na- 
tions, “and if he had interrupted 
our lunch." 

Pripce Charles, accompanied 
by British Ambassador Sir John 
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The ability of a person to atone has 
always been the most remarkable 
of human features. ` 


BLANTYRE — ` Malawi is 
launching a bealth drive against 
wuberculosis (tb), which has been 
rendered more potent by the coun- 
try’s high rate of infection with the 
AIDS virus, a senior health offi- 
cial said recently. 

Some 20,000 people contract 
the disease each year said Felix 
Salaniponi, a tb programme man- 
ager in the Health Ministry, add- 
ing: “out of this, 3,000 people die 
Speaking at a news conference tO 
dram up support for the govern” 
ment’s drive against the disease, 
Salariponi said for every 100,000 
people in Malawi, 65 carried tb. 

He said the problem was wors- 
ened by high levels of infection 
with he human immuno-defi- 
ciency virus (HIV), which causes 
AIDS. 

“AIDS bas overshadowed the 
tb problem, but what is killing 
people is tb. If we cure tb an AIDS 
patient stays (alive) longer,” 
Salaniponi said. 


“Tuberculosis is the disease of 
the poor and it likes places where 
people are overcrowded and gen- 
eral hygiene standards are very 
low." He said just 14 percent of tb 
sufferers respond to the drug 
thiacetazone and Malawi was no 
longer using it. 

The government had retarned a 
seven year stock of the drug do- 
nated by Germany, suggesting that 
ît should be sent to a couotry which 
had less of an HIV problem. 
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Anti-Inflummatory Drug May Rerluce Alzheimer’s Risk 


Hod, suggests that NSAIDS may 
influence inflammation by inter- 
fering with the actions of some 
proteins and thus lesseving their 
harmful effects. 

The survey by scientists at the 
National Institute on Aging and 
John Hopkins Unîversity, is de- 
scribed as the first long-term study 
of a large mımber of people on the 
subject. 

The results showed that the 
overall risk of alzheimer’s in 
1.686 participants who were tak- 
ing NSAIDS was half the risk of 


those not taking fhe drugs, the 


researchers said. 

The study also looked at the 
effects of acetaminophen, a pain- 
kilkîpg drug with few or no anti-in- 
flammatory properties, which 


in high dosages over a long period 
of time. 

However, the stody warned 
that chronic use of NSAIDS also 
has serious long-term side effects, 
such as peptic ulcers and impaired 
kidney function. 

The researchers recommend 
clinical trials on people at risk for 
alzheimer’s to determine the mer- 
its of long-terms use of NSAIDS. 

“What the effectiveness of 
NSAIDS tells us about the inflam- 
matory response and the alzhe- 
imer"s disease process will be 


critically important to developing 


even better agents and ap- 
proaches, " the researchers said. 

Alzheimer’s affects an esti- 
mated 10 per cent of people over 
65 and almost half of those over 85 
in the United States. 

Four million Americans suffer 
from the disease and 100,000 die 
from it every year. 


scientists have inked to alzhe- 
imer’s. 
Inflammation is believed to be 
a response to the amyloid and pro- 
ten plaques in the brain that are 
characteristic of the disease. 


The study, ` which followed 
2,300 people over a 15-year pe- 


WASHINGTON — Antiinflam- 
matory drugs taken for at least two 
years may reduce tie risk of alzhe- 
imer’s disease, an arficle poblisb- 
ed in Neurology Magazine says. 
The article in the magazine's 
March issug says that Non-Steroid 
Anti-Inflammatory Drugs 
(NSAIDS) such as ibuprofen may 
influence the inflammation that 


You probably don't have to fee that 
way. Apart from missing out on a 
satisfying life today, you're aso 
setting yourself up for avwidable 
medica! problems in the fiure. 
Almost everybody has a féw "bad 
habits” they'd ike to change. 


„ H's never too late, and I's not so 
difficult to chanqe—if you take it 
one step at a ime. 


FERD’ NEND ® bY Henrik Reh 


` Weliness i is not just 
the “flip side” of 
ر‎  Siekness. 
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PAR SCORE 80-90 
by JUDD FOUR RACK TOTAL 
TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 


DIRECTIONS: Make a 2- $o 7- letter word from the letters in each row. 
To total points of your words, use Scoring direcbtons to right of each 
row. 7-lettet words get 50-point bonus. Blanks” used as any letter 
have no poirt value. A8 Judd's words can be found in OSW Official 
Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 
- „ 7995 Unned Feanse Syndicate, Ine 
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Wasle 
voeur fire, 
WITH OUR EXPERIENCE 
IN REAL ESTATE, YOU 
WILL BE SURE Io ND 
THE BEST. 


Sales 6€ EL 


e & Commercial Property 
Tal: 200 5798 = 11212024 


TOP VIEW 


HOUSING AGENCY 


` THAN: 
#48, Mollusairu Ave. Vanak و‎ 
Tel: 8783441-4 (44 lines) 
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— 850 850 


English, French, Itallan, Spanish 


ıa 3 months 2217161 SALE OF HOME 
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APPLIANCES 


1439942 


2235557-3258 
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Pairmer Science and Technolo 
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A-5 Nor either 1997, smer Best: terter of iran, Teh 


The 4h National and the 2nd International Seminar on Polymer Science ‘and Technology is sponsored and organized by: E 5 
Polymer Research Center of Iran; Polymer Engineering Department of Arnir Kabir University of Technology in cooper 
with Polymer Engineering Department of Tarblat Modaress University, and Kerman Tyre Industries Complex. 7 
The aim of ihe sponsors, in organizing the 4th National and the 2nd International Seminar on Polymer Saunev and و‎ 
Technology, is to facilitate a suitable ground for the Iranian and al! other international specialists 10 have a formal meuiing 10 
introduce and exchange ideas on the test worldwide advancements on all the branches of polyrncer scicncec and (echnrkny. 


Topics of Interest » Polymer Science + Polymer Processing and Rheology «Engineering Propcrlies of Polymers «Polymer 
Reaclian Engineering » Modification of Polymer Properties « Polymeric Biomaterials » Polymer Blends und Compusiles 

» Thermoplastic Elastomers « Paint and Resin Technology » Computer Simulation and ils Theoretical Principles 10 Polymer 
Systems « Environmental Aspects of Polymers 


Papers are now inviled on ıovel] work within the general themes of the Seminar. Ofers of pape are welcome Irom all 
relevant topics listed above. 


Prospective author(s) af papers are requested lo subit articles (extended abstracts), of 4 full A4 size piyes. fur , 
consideration by tbe Seminar’s Scientific Committee. 3 


Deadline fur recvirving the extended ahstract: 20 May 1907 , 


Fourth National and Second International Seminar on Polymer Science and Technolo. 
3-5 November 1997 


Forename(s): 


Paper introducing participant 150 USS e . ` 170 U55 


For further Inquiries please cemact: 
SwTunar's Citrrral Office: Polymer Reseurch Center ot Iran. P.U.Pene .[41N51515, hehrutt. 1 Riran 
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Duplex, 1800 sq.m built 

area, 1000 sq.m garden, 

THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE | fiurm-/imfurm, {hedre f 
# 31, MODARRES & AFRICA e e r 


The 850 Housing Agency. 
SAA A 


Fully furnished, 
کک‎ aE 


- 00 


KHORASAN TURQUOISE STORE 


gena Te 


کے د 


JUNCTION 


Housing ۰ 2 
Agen g 


Inuller Si to Better Services 


Luxury Duplex Villa ûf {hE (Zr Rotirusn) 
Best Puri of Africa 


1200 sq.m land, 1500 sq.m renovated budlt area, nice and big 

reception, 3 bedrs plus 2 office rooms, 5 {/re places, ceramic & 

parquet floor, luxury formished, out door s/p, sauna, S5 baths, nice 
basement with 5 rooms. very quiet area, reasonable Price. 


shahid Fallahi 
Brand new, Sth flr., 220 sq.m built area, 3 
bedrs, 2 baths, s/p, sauna, elevator, 
reasonable price. 


LA TOUT 
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No. 23, Downstairs, Eskan Shopping Center, 
Corner of Mirdamad St., Vali-e Asr Ave. Tel: 8789334 
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(hirac in TV Bid to Boost 
Morale of Young Jobless 


(YAT) should be reduced or com- 
puter equipment to 5.6 percent, 
the rate applied to the essentials of 
life. 

The president, who in Decem- 

ber discovered the computer 
mouse for the first time, empha- 
sized the importance of advanced 
technology in job creation. 
„ Chirac further emphasized the 
importance of job training 
schemes and said he would pro- 
pose a parliamentary bill to estab- 
lish a kind of savings account, to 
be financed by employers and 
workers, to finance training 
courses. 

Chirac has made youth employ- 
ment one of his main themes, en- 
couraging jobseekers to look 
further afield for work, including 
abroad, and to take advantage of 
opportunities advertised on the In- 
temet. 

Such initiatives, giving bim a 
higher profle on the French do- 
mestic scene, have helped to boost 
his low scores in the opinion polls, 
which had been dragged down by 
the deep unpopularity of Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe. 

Since Chirac was elected presi- 
dent in May 1995, the government 
has organized no fewer than three 
summits devoted to youth employ- 
ment, involving trade unionists 
and employers, the latest of hem 
only a month ago. 

But in spite of financial incen- 
tives for job creation, the results 
have left much to be desired. 

A public opinion poll published 
in the Journal du Dimanche Sun- 
day newspaper showed some 62 
percent of young people in France 
are optimistic. 

But 65 percent said they relied 
on their own efforts to work out 
their future, and only 13 percent 
were counting on Chirac, who, 
according to polls at the time, won . 
election on the youth vote. (aFP) 


Albanian 
President Shuffles 
Government 


. ROME — Albania’s President, 


Sali Berisha, has appointed a 
prime minister and promised to set 
up a new government within 24 
hours, the Foreign Ministry said. 

Berisha communicated the 
news to Italian Foreign Mimister 
Lamberto Dini in a phone call, the 
ministry said. 

Ministry officials said Al- 
banian state television identified 
the new premier as Bashkim Fino, 
a socialist and former mayor of the 
southern city Gjirokastra. 

Italy kas been pushing Alba- 
ria's goverament to make political 
concessions and has been trying to 
play a leading role in mediating the 
crisis. (aFF) 


PARIS — French President Jac- 
ques Chirac went on television tO 
try to boost thé sagging morale of 
the nation’s unemployed young in 
a move that seemed designed to 
polish his image ahead of legisla- 
tive elections in a year's time. 

În a İong interview on the state 
television charınel France 2, Chi=- 
rac appeared to be trying to 
counter an opposition Socialist 
Party promise to create 700,000 
jobs for young people in two 
years, half in the public sector. 

France has 606,000 people w= 
der 25 looking for work, with not 
much prospect of finding any in an 


economy that seems structurally 


unable to create jobs. 

Chirac was interviewed live by 
two television personalities, echo- 
ing the theme of the program enti- 
tled “Year 2000, a chance for 
everyone”’ aimed not only at 
young people but also parents, 
teache rs, employers and all those 
active on the social front. 

In what resembled a pep talk, 
the president said the young people 
of France were “tremendous” and 
that “a nation is only a great nation 
if it does all that is necessary to 
integrate its children. ’" Re- 
sponding to a question about levels 
of illiteracy of between 15 and 20 
percent among school leavers, 
Chirac pledged that by the end of 
his mandate, all primary school 
children would be able to read and 
write. 1 

Chirac urged Education Minis- 
ter Francois Bayrou to “reflect” 
on reading methods and called for 
a parliamentary debate on sylla- 
buses and educational rythms. 

The president also said that all 
French secondary schools should 
be linked to the Internet arıd that 
all children should have access to 
cyberspace from the age of II. 
Chirac added that added value tax 


BEIJING, CHINA (March 10): A ر‎ with his sıma dog 
checks for explosives in a lhmppost base in Beijing's Tiananmen 
Square before the plenum meeting of the National People’s 
Congress, the counfry’s parliament. Two bombs exploded in 


central Beijing last week causing heightened concern that the city 
may be the target of further terrorist attacks, 


Women Kept Out of 
Politics in Europe 


European hıman rights conven- 
tion of a new article specifically 
Providing for the encouragement 
of sexual equality, and the intro- 
duction of & minimum quota of 
women in ıational parliaments. 
She also suggested preferential 


` subsidies for political parties that 


gave a larger role to women, curbs 
On the accumulation of functions 
by individuals and a limit on the 
number of successive electoral 
mandates. 

Err also urged the creation of a 


. commission for sexual equality in 


the Council of Europe"s Parlia- 
mentary Assembly, and said 
women politicians should set up 


. Detworks of connections to meet 


men on equal terms. 
On Tuesday Juppe suggested 
female quotas for local, regional 


. and European ballots in France, 


but he stopped short of suggesting 
obligatory proportions of female 


. candidates for National Assembly 


elections. 


12.5 percent, one of the lowest 
levels in Europe. 

According to a poll published 
in the daily Le Monde, 60 percent 
of legislators are against quotas — 
including 22 of the 32 female 


. deputies in the National e 


biy. 


Campaigning ( Underway for 
Croatian Elections 


of mayor and then dissolved the 
council on a technicality in April.. 

“It wasn’t a satisfactory situ- 
ation,” the Western diplomat said. 


‘AFF) 


(hirac Aceuses Int’! (Community 
of ‘Complicity of Silence” 


“France solemnly calls on the 
international community to meet 
its responsibilities in applymg the 
necessary pressure to obtain 2 
cease-fire and the humanitarian in- 
tervention that is urgently 
needed,” Chirac said. 

He added that France strongly 
supports the UN secretary-gen- 
eral’s proposals, and asked that 
Emmanuelli’s observations be 
passed on to the United Nations 
and Frances European Union 
partners. 

The Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Echoed Chirac’s statements 
at a briefing Tuesday. 

“Are there no countries in the 
world who care about the fate of 
these people?” Jacques Rummel- 
hardt asked. “Is it only France that 
cares?” (AP) 


. TEPPAN YAKI 
. TATAMI ROOM 
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PARIS — President Jacques 
Chirac accused the international 
community of a “complicity of 
silence” regarding the crisis in 
Zaire: 

Speaking to his cabinet, he ap- 
pealed to other countries to “meet 
their responsibilities" and work 
toward a cease-fire that would en- 
able the delivery of crucial bu- 
manitarian aid. 

‘““The situation in Zaire is dra- 
matic,’ Chirac told the ministers. 
“No one can ignorè this any more, 
and no one can remain ipdifferent. 

*“One can wonder whether 
there isa’t a sort of complicity of 
silence, '’ Chirac said. 

The French leader spoke after 
the Minister for Humanitarian Af- 
fairs, Xavier Emmanuelli, re- 
ported on his trip to Zaire. He was 
in Kisangani and Ubundu, as well 
as Kinshasa, the capital. 

The Zairian government is dis- 
puting claims that rebels have sur- 
rounded Kisangani, a key eastem 
city, on threé sides. 

The government and the rebels 
both have said hey support a UN 
peace plan to end the fighting, but 
neither is willing to meet the 
other’s conditions for negotia- 
tions. 

Emmanuelli said it was neces- 
sary to “secure” the Kisangani 


area to allow relief organizations 


to return there. 

One French aid flight arrived in 
Kisangani Sunday, and another is 
expected to go on Thursday. 


Cha -— make Croatia 
smile agam” is the slogan with 
which the Croatian Social and Lib- 
eral Party (HSLS), led by Vlado 
Gotovac, is wooing the Croatian 
public. 

Meanwhile, the left-wing So- 
cial Democratic Party (SDP) is 
Playing on allegations of corrup- 
tion in the ruling party. “A good 
life for all and not just for them,’ 
is the slogan appearing op televi- 
sion and on billboards underneath 
a photograph of their leader, Ivica 
Racak. 


Onè Western diplomat told . 


AFP fiat while it was hard to 
assess the real extent of corrup- 
Cer rE E e 


at's enough to trouble people, 
particularily in Zagreb,” he said. 

An opinion poll published in an 
independent newspaper last week 
cast doubt on the HDZ’s confident 
predictions of success. 


The weekly Nacional asked 
500 people from around the coun- 
try which party they would vote 
for. Only 23.8 percent said they 
would vote HDZ. 

Some 35.4 percent said they 
would vote for the combined 
HSLS and the Croatian Peasants” 
Party (HSS), and.11.4 percent for 
the SDP. 

Some 18.6 percent said they 
didu't know. 

Recent events in Belgrade have 
given anı extra undercurrent to the 


situation to that in Zagreb last year 
where tudjrman four times refused 
to accept the opposition’s choice 


ZAGREB — Campaigning is 
underway in Croatia ahead of local 
and Upper House elections next 
morith which will be a key test of 
the political waters ahead of 
presidential polls later this year. 

International attention has 
mainly focused on the effect the 
April 13 polis will havéin eastern 
Slavonia —~ the Jast Serb-held part 
of the country which is currently 

The elections will be an impor- 
tant step in the return of the region 
to Zagreb’s rule, an event from 
which the nding right-wing Croa- 
tian Democratic Union (HDZ) ia- 
tends to make political capital. 

A statement issued by the party 
leadership, and carried by the 
.Croatianr news agency HINA, said 
that eastern Slavonia wonld be one 
focus of their campaign. 

However, in the rest of Croa- 
tia, the polls will be a test of po- 
litical opinion ahead of 
presidential elections due this 
year. No date has been officially 
announced as yet, although local 
papers say they could be in June. 

The HDZ is maintaining that it 
will emerge the major party in the 

local and Upper House palls, with 
party officials suggesting they 
could win 40 percent. 

However, it is rot kıown what 
will be the effect of tbe recent 
illioess of President Franjo Tud- 
jma, the architect of Croatian m~ 

ce, who will be standing 
for a third presidential term this 
year. 

The president, who consis- 
tently ranks better than his party in 
opinion polls, was hospitalized in 
Washington in November, amid 
reports Of CaICET. 

The opposition, which per- 
formed well inı the last local elec- 
fions in October 1995, including 
winning Zagreb, 5 hopeful of suc- 


HELSINKI —- As French Premier 
Alin Juppe proposed amending 
his cotitry*s constitution. to boost 
women’s. role in politics, a 
conference here heard that 
` France’s lamentably low 
Proportion of female legislators is 
far from unique in Europe. . 
“For a long time yet it will be 
much easier to give up a seat in a 
bus to a woran than a seat in 
Parliament,” said. Lydie Err, 
leadêr of the Luxembourg delega- 


tion to Tuesday’s gathering organ- 
ized by the Council of Europe. 


Even ir a country like Luxem- - 
bourg, with a long tradition of - 


democracy and a high level of 
women’s education, female par- 
E ا‎ 


tral Europe sexual equality is 
proving even harder to attain. As 
economic problems accompany 
the change from central planning 
to a market system, women are 
usually the first to lose their jobs. 

In addition, Err said, there is a 
“psychological block’ among 


Sweden and Norway bead the 
40 countries in the Council of 
Europe with 40 percent and 39 


tral Europe, eight percent in. Croa- 
tia and Slovenia, 6.4 percent ip 
France and 2.4 percent iı Turkey, 


between Nort and South, East 
arid West, in Europe, there is a. 
need to introduce stronger meas- 
ures to try to change mentalities 
more rapidly, Err said. 

She called for ar addition to the 


British 
Government 
Defeated on Plan 
to Restrict 
Prisoners’ Release 


LONDON — The British goverm- 
ment suffered a defeat in Parlia- 
ment over plans to restrict the 
eariy release of prisoners when the 
Upper House, the House of Lords, 
insisted there be no change in Scot- 
land. 

Inan ambush by the opposition, 
rrienabers voted by 109 to 67, a 
majority of 42, for an amendment 
to a crime and punishment bilî for 
Scotland to ensure new rules on 
parole and exrmed remission did 
pot result mn longer sentences. 

The defeat was the second for 
the government n the lords on its 
plans for tongher prison sen- 


tences. 
Hardline Home Secretary Mi- 
chael Hour last month accused 
the opposition of driving a “coach 
and horses” through his crime bill 
when the lords voted by 180 to 172 
to retain some elemeot of judicial 


eral lords defeatr on other legisla- 
tion. 

Afier the lords vote, Scottish 
Secretary Michael] Forsyth claimed 
thst it wenê against “tha wisbes of 
the penple of Scotland.” 
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TOKYO, Japan (March 11):The moon hides the sımı over Tokyo in Japan's last chance this century fi ` م‎ 


TEHRAN TIMES 
Chinese-Made Computers Claim 
Lion’s Share of Home Market 


observe a solar eclipse. E RARER 
while about 63 percent of the edipse could be seen in Tokyo. 


 Mexico’s Last Primitive 
Peoples Lose Spirilual Leader 


Mitsubishi 
Electric, IBM 
Studying Tie-Up. 


The companies may join 
hands to develop and .produce 
network computers t0 access fie 
Internet Web of computer net- 


this year in Japan, priced at 
50,000 to 100,000 yen ($411 to 


House of God. 

She died at age 92 on Decena- 
ber 23, 1993, three years to the 
day before her friend Chan Kin. 


pretty colonial city in Chiapas. 
Na Bolom, or the House of the 

Jaguar, opened in 1953 and has 

since attracted scientists around 


Winik or True Men, depends on 
the jungle. 

When Zapatista National Lib- 
eration Army rebels attacked 
here on January 1, 1994, fhe La- 


LACANDON JUNGLE, Mexico 
~— Mexico's Lacandon Indians, 
the nation’s last primitive jungle 
peoples, have lost their spiritual 
leader with the death in Decem- 
ber of clan leader Chan Kin the 
Elder. : 

Living in the towns of La- 
canja-Cbansayab, Naha and 
Metzabk in the depths of fhe jun- 


When the charismatic Chan 
Kin the Elder died, the town of 


„ Naha lost a patriarch. He was 


irusband to four women, father of 
more than 40 andl grandfather Or 
great-grandfather to countless 
townspeople. 


Since the Lacandon have just 
four mmbers — one, two, three 
and many — Chan Kin’s age was 
always a mystery. It has been 
estimated as more than 100. 


Chan Kın was first photo- 
graphed in the 1940s by Swiss 
photographer Gertrude Duby 
Blom, who also considered him a 
friend. Duby, who fled the Nazis 
when she was living in France, 
was the only white woman that 
the Lacandon ever allowed into 
their Watoch Kuh, also called the 


Wang said Acer sold 56,000 
computers in China last year, 
more than double the 24,000 
urits sold in 1995 and had fore- 
cast sales of 90,000 units this 
year. 

The company, which has 
about four percent of market 
share, is ranked six to seventh 


ing moving production to lower 
cost bases such as China and Tai- 
wan. 

Wang said the company had 
managed to increase its sales be- 
cause Acer computers were 
priced between the high-end im- 
ported products and domestic 
brands. 

"There is not much difference 
between the product quality of 
local-made and imported ma- 
chines, " he said. 

"The main difference lies in 
management, after sales service 
and the availability of parts." 

Acer is also the only computer 
company in Shanghai to offer 


percent were made in Chima, of 
which about half were assembled 
from imported packages. 

The report said the situation 
changed last year when local 
manufacturers slashed prices. 

Lianxiang Group, the biggest 
computer marmufacrarer in China, 
took the lead, cutting its prices 


PAGE 10 tealures 


SHANGHAI — Chinese-made 
computers bave for the first time 
in over 10 years captured more 
than half of the domestic market, 
breaking the dominance of im- 
Ported brands, a industry publi- 
cafion said recently. 

The latest issue of the China 
Computer Weekly said sales of 


"This market has just opened up and the biggest 
potential is individual demand which has just started 


four times last year, and was fol- 
lowed by Greatwall Group, 
Tongchuang Group and Fang- 
zheng Group. 

Chinese-made computers, 
which were priced at more than 
20.000 yuan ($2,400) each at the 
begining of last year, could be 
bought for half the price at the 
end of 1996, making them about 
a third cheaper than imported 
models. 

Mauch of the decline in prices, 
however, was in line with world- 
wide trends, industry sources 
said. 

Song Baichuan, a consultanı 
to the Shanghai numicipal gov- 
ernment Science and Technology 
Advance Committee, toll AFP 
lower prices and convenient 
maintenance service were the 
reasons for the success of Chi- 


Acer is also the only computer company in Shanghai to 
offer payment by installment schemes, which has 
helped increase sales among students and accounted for 


payment by installment schemes, 
which has helped increase sales 
among stadents and accounted 
for 30 percent of its total sales. 
Wang said the best selling 
price range was between 7,000 to 
8,000 yuan and that the company 
was studying how to put on the 
market an imported computer 


boards in Beijing and is moving 


in obtaining ISO 9000 classifica- 
tion. 
taFF) 


Germany Has No Home-Grown BSE Cases 


the slaughter of 14,000 cows di- 
rectly descended from British 
and Swiss imports, which they 
had been considering. : 

The genetic tests on fie cow 
were ordered after confusion 
over its car-tag cast doubt oni iS 
controls w prevent the spread of 
the disease to Germany were not 
siiet enoogh. 


German states to vote on Friday 


` bo make tiis emergency measure 


legally binding. 

Until December there had 
been 165,000 BSE cases in Brit- 
ain, but just four in Germany, all 
in cows brought from Britain. 
` Germany had always main- 
tained ît was free of BSE because 
there is no evidence of any Ger- 
man livestock farmer using cor 
taminated protein feed — the 
standard source of infection. 


The only other infection route 


tially viable is from mother to . 


German- bora cow to fall victim 
to the disease, believed to be a 
threat to humans. 

But Feiter said it had’ been 
established with 95 percent cer- 
tainty that the calf was an import 
from Britain. called Scottish 
Queen, and that it had almost 
certainly been infected there by 
contaminated feed. 


After the calf's death, German 
authorities ordered the slaughter 
of more than 5,000 cows im- 
ported from Britain and Switzer- 
land, the only countries where 
BSE is widespread. 

Feiter said he expected the 


BONN — Germany said on Mon- 
day a calf originally thought to 
bave been the first Iocally-born 
animal to die of mad cow disease 


"After this report Germany 
can once again say it is BSE 
free," Agriculture State Secre- 
tary Franz-Josef Feiter told a 
news conference to present the 
results of genetic tests into the 
animal's origin. 

The calf died of bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy 
(BSE) last December, sparking 
fears that it could be the first 


30 percent of its total sales. 


nese-made COmMputerS. 

Industry sources said domes- 
tic manufacturers had also bene- 
fitted from several big 
government orders, such as from 
the education and information de- 
partments, which were more 


of the market, Stephen Wang, 
director of Taiwanese firm Acer 
Inc.'s representative office in 
Shanghai, said in an interview. 

“There are three segments in 
China's market. Imported 
brands, local brands and un- 
branded local products. The local 
brands are taking away market 
share from unbranded products,” 
he said. 


But the highlight of the festi- 
val will be a tribute to Hal 9000, 
the chatty, chess-playing com- 
puter who, in Clarke's 1968 sci- 
fi classic, said he "became 
operational at the Hal plant in 
Urbana, Iinois, on Jamuary 12, 
1997." 

The festival is taking place on 
the very spot where the fictional 
computer was to have been cre- 
ated. 

On Friday from his home in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, Clarke, 
who co-wrote the screenplay for 
Stanley Kubrick’'s movie — also 
titled "2001: A Space Odyssey" 

—, is to appear via an audio-video 
Internet link at a special gala 
which will be accessible Hive on 
the World Wide Web 


are) 


to grow.” 


domestically-made computers 
accounted for 56 percent of the 
1.8 million computers sold in 
China last year, up more than 20 
percent from the previous year. 

Since their entry into the mar- 
ket in the early 1980s, foreign 
brands, backed by strong tech 
vology and marketing expertise, 
have dominated the market. 

Jn 1995, 65 percent of the total 
1.4 million corıputers sold in 
China were imported, while 35 


NBC, Microsoft 
Announce New 
Project 


NEW YORK — U.S. television 
network NBC and software giant 
Microsoft on Monday announced. 
the creation of a new Internet site 


venture ~ known as MSNBC 
Business Video — will offer COV- 
erage of key news events in sev- 
eral formats: live, unfiltered 
audio and video programs, on- 
demand ımıltimedia reports, full- 
text transcripts and an 
on-demand archive with more 


president of MSNBC Desktop 
Video, of which MSNBC busi- 
ness video will be a part. 

"Never before have people 
had fhe ease of turniug to their 
computer to get live and archived 
audio and video coverage of 
breaking business news and 
analysis amd commentary. " 

The Web site is www.busi- 
nessvideo.msnbc.com. 

(aFF) 


Cyberiesi Opens to Celebrate Hal 


CHICAGO — Scientists and sci- 
fi buffs kicked off a cyberfest in 


hero of Arthur Clarke's classic 
novel “2001: A Space Odyssey". 
More than 40 computer firms, 
including Apple, IBM, Lotus, 
Microsoft and Oracle, are show- 
ing off high-tech. software and 
gadgetry of the present and the 
next millennium during the 
week-long extravaganza. 
Scientists at the University of 
Iinois, a pioneer in the field of 


reasoning 


¢ 
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“Grapes of Wrath’ 


in the conflict with the primary 
victims being civilians. 

International law places a clear 
and unambiguous prohibition on 

isals aimed at civilians. Arti 
cle 51(6) of Protocol 1 provides: 

"Aracks against the civilian 
population or civilians by way of 
reprisals are prohibited. " 

The reason for such a prohibi- 
tion is only too vividly demon- 
strated in the history of the conflict 
across the Israei-Lebanon border 
— rather than preventing civilian 
deaths, reprisals tend to under- 
mine whatever tenuous protection 
civilians enjoy and create a vicious 
circle of attack avd counterattack 
The law is clear. Civilian deaths 
on one side cannot be used to jus- 
tify a reprisal attack against civil- 
ians on the other side. 


In the United States, the risk is 
more than twice as high as iı Can- 
ada: 3,500 versus 7,700. In 
Europe, it ranges from obe in 
9,200 in Spain to one in 5,100 in 
Britain and one în 3,100 in France, 

Hemorrhaging, according to 
Weinstein, is the leading cause of 
death, with 25 percent, or 
140,000, of the 585,000 known 
cases. 7 

Other causes include blood poi- 
soning, or septicemia, with 
100,000 cases; clandestine abor- 
tions and hypertension, with 
75,000 cases each, and obstruction 
of labor, with 40,000 cases. 


lacking in poor rural areas, age 
(women over 35) and insufficient 

Weinstein noted that cultural 
factors also weigh on childbirth 
mortality rates. He said that in 
many cultures where food is 
scarce, girls receive less than 
boys, making them more fragile 
than boys. 

faFF) 


that Israel carried out a number of 
indiscriminate attacks during Op- 
eration "Grapes of Wrath" where, 
in attacking wat they alleged to 
be military targets, they killed 
many civilians. 

Prohbitior of reprisal attacks 
on cîvilîan population 
As poıted out (in above section). 
a definiag feature of the 
conflict between Israel and 
Hizbullch has been the extert to 
which the attacks by one party 
leading to civilian deaths bave 
been used by the other party tO 
justify reprisal attacks on civii- 
ians. The reasoning appears to bê 
that it is necessary to target civil- 
ians under the control of the op- 
posing party, in the belief that it is 
only by doing so that one cart ulti- 
mately ensure one’s own civilians 
are not bit again. Of course, in 
reality such a line of reasoning bas 
led directly to repeated escalatioris 


babies, according to estimates 
released at the first World 
Childbirth Mortality Congress. 

Anotber five million infants re- 
of poor childbirth conditions, ac- 
cording to the specialists. 

Dr. Daniel Weinstein, presi- 
dent of the Congress, which at- 
tracted 2,500 doctors, said that 
causes of death are compiled in 
only 78 countries, in which only 
about a third of humankind lives, 

These figures, released by the 
World Health Organization and 
the United Nations Children’s 
Fund, show that in these countries, 
585,000 women die in childbirth 
each year, out of 150 million births 
worldwide. 

Ninety-nine percent of these 
deaths occur in Third World coun- 
tries, while 88 percent of all births 
occur in the Third World. 

The disparities of risk of death 
at childbirth are iuge, Weinstein 
told the Congress — one in seven 
for a Somalian woman, onê in 
9,200 for a Spanish woman. 

The risks are also surprisingly 
different within the same region — 
one in 33 in Morocco, one in 120 
in Algeria and one in 140 in Tuni- 
sia, Weinstein said. 


derstood as attacks that "are not 
directed at a specific military Ob- 
jective" or, because of the weap~- 
ons or methods of attack used, 
cannot be so directed. Attacks are 
also considered as indiscriminate 
"which may be expected to cause 


incidental loss of civilian life ... 


which would be excessive in rel2¬ 
tionto the corcrete and direct mili- 
tary advantage anticipated. " 
Indiscriminate attacks OCCU 
when armed forces disregard the 
principle of distinction and attack 
a military target without regard to 
the likely consequences for civil 
ians. They might use weapons 
which are nor capable of hitting 2 
military target with precision —~ 
either by their nature or as a result 


` of the circumstances in which they 


are employed. Or their tactics or 
method. of attack might show a 
disregard for civilian lives. There 
is evidence (see the next section) 


MARRAKESH, Morocco — 
Every year, more than a million 
women die in childbirth around the 
world, as do 8 to 10 million 


‘While more than 14,000 per- 
sons have received government 
permission to return to the coun- 
try, less than a quarter of them, 
mostly additional elderly Croatian 
Serbs, have returned to the former 
sectors themselves,'" the report 
said. 

On the War Crimes Tribunal, 


indîcted by the tribunal is or Croa- 
“Croatia's cooperation with the 
international tribune continues to 
be unsatisfactory," the report 
said. 
arf) 


UN Criticized Croutid on Human 
Rights, War Crimes Cooperation 


gs During Operation 


tection of civilian lives: 

"In order to ensure respect for 
and protection of the civilian popu- 
lation and civilian objects, the Par- 
tes to fhe conflict shall at all times 


objectives and accordingly shall 
dîrect their operations only against 


: military objectives. " 


This role is often referred to as 
the principle of distinction. Article 
„51(2) of Protocol 1 spells out um- 
ambiguously | that "The civilian 


In addition to prohibiting direct 
attacks on civilians, ioternational 
Jaw also prohibits indiscriminate 
attacks. In the language of article 
51(4) of Protocol 1, these are un- 


The worst drought in East Af- 
rica in four years has severely re¬ 
duced food production in Kenya, 
Uganda and Tanzania. Jt also 
threatens to cut production of their 
key cash crop, coffee. (Reuter) 


UNITED NATIONS —~ A UN re- 
port criticized Croatia for the ““dis- 
tırbing” treatment of the Serb 


ditions for Croatian Serbs, most of 
whom are elderly “continme to be 
unsatisfactory’" and added that 
authorities ‘have generally been 
ineffective in restoring a climate 
of law and order. " 

Annan'’s report said most of the 


“If there is to be genuine im- 
provement in the disturbing sita- 
ation...efforts by both 
tions to promote comidence and 
reconciliation will continue to be 


cicar the narrow circumstances in 
which civilians or civîlar objects 
might lose their protection — for 
example, when a civilian object is 
used for military purposes. 

The fullest statement of these 


rules is in Additional Protocol 1 to ' 


the Geneva Conventions of 1949, 
relating to the Protection of Vic- 
tims of International Armed Con- 
flicts (Protocol 1). This Protocol, 
which was adopted in 1977, has 
been ratified by over 140 states, 
but the fundamental provisions of 
this Protocol, inchuding for the 
most part those concerning the 
Protection of the civilian popula- 
tion cited in tıis report, are gener- 
وال‎ considered to be part of 


the second part destroyed what- 


„ ever crops had been secured. 


Local Council official Ba- 
musende Bwambale sail impend- 
ing famine in bis sovthwestern 
Kasese district was mainly be- 
cause of a Îow-scale civil war in 
the area. Rebels the Ugandan gov- 
ernment says operate from Zaire 
have been active there for months. 

Etiang’s warming came after a 
senior Ugandan food official said 
last week that drought and civil 
strife could explode into mass star- 
vation unless.action Was taken tO 
stem the problems. 

Augustine Mwendaya, coordi- 
nator of the National Early Warn- 
ing and Food Information Uuit, 
said that districts in east Uganda 
faced famine because drought bad 
destroyed their CrOPpS. 

There is actually fear of serious 
famine. We have already informed 
the authorities of imminent disas- 
ter, Mwendaya said. 

Etiang also blamed the famine 
on rebellion in northern Uganda 
and the southwestern district of 
Kasese, indiscriminate sale of 
food stocks in eastern Uganda and 
ecological factors. 

Armed factions in the north 
have fougbt the government of 
President Yoweri Museveni for 
nearly a decade. The most promi- 
nent of these is the Lords’ Resis- 
tance Army that seeks to rale he 
coumtry on the basis of The Bible’s 


Unlawful Killin 


` Part3 

The Lares of War 

all civilian deaths în 

. F wartime are unlawful 
In the euphemistic terms of mili 
tary spokespersons, "collateral 
damage" is to be expected in war. 
But there are clear rûles that set 
Tiroits ûn the conduct of hostilities 
and in particular outlaw fie use of 
certain means Or methods of War- 
fare. Thee rules are designed to 
protect — to the maximum extent 
possible — .civîlîan. lives. The 
rules include a prohîbitior on any 
direct attacks on civilians or CIvil- 
ian objects, incding reprisals 
directed at such targets. But they 
also include prohibifions ou cer- 
tain types of attacks which, 
though ostensibly aimed at a le-' 


gitimate military target, have an” : 


indiscriminate or 
ate impact ùn cîvîlians or civilian 


for urgent intemational relief sup- 
plies to avert the threat of fanıine 
in the droughrt-hit east of the coun- 


and social services, told a 
Women’s Day meeting: at the 


Agricultore officer Valdo 
Odeke of the northern town of 
Kumi sakl that people in tight of 
the 18 sub counties in his district 
were on the brink of starvation. 

Odeke told reporters that in 
worst-case areas, people ate three 
times a week while in better-ofF 
places, meals were once a day 
instead of the customary three. 

He added that too much rain in 
the first half of fast year flooded 
crops while drought beginning in 


objects. Finally, the miles make 
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red eyes and scarf to portay 4 
sese of toughness in particular 
scenes, 

Red, wherever il is used in he 
story, i5 used to produce excite- 
ment in the mind of the reader, 
which is what usualy happens. 

Red in Medicine 

Red, as earlier pointed out, is 
the color of blood. Blood, in an- 
cient times, is ought to denote 
life. Red is also the color of love, 
jae, firmnese ad endnr- 


the sympatic nerves results in 
raising the body’s activity 
thereby lowering fhe person's 
sense of peace anl tranquility. 


Mar. 17, 1997 andî i opa to the 
Pe: 


Psychology and the Use 
of Calars as Symbols 


By: Behrooz Musavi 


olors, like many other 
things, are used as symbols 

and can be of benefit to 
individuals or societies by elevat- 
ing their artistic well-being. 

One can just imagine this 
world if there were no colors. 
life would be monotonous and 
drab if they were to be taken 
away. 

Since tîme immemorial, mar 
colors are seen to represen CEr- 
for instance, symibolizes anger, 


one feel warm and alive. 

Red is also called the color of 
Fire and blood, two common 
vatıral phenomena, are both red 
in color and are considered fhe 
pillars of cîvilization and the 
source of life, 

According to the color 
scheme, red is a primary color. 
Inother words, wherever it exists 
im natore it îs not fhe result ofa 
mixture or a conabination of two 
or more colors. 

The knman eye is able to see 
colors at a 400-700 millimicron 
wave length. Red has a 650-800 
millimicron wave length and is 
said to have a high attraction 
force. 

The Tehran Times has chosen 
the color red for its logo. Red is 


written by Sadeq 
Hedayat, red is used to beighten 
e story’s climax. The writer 
farther uses a liusk, red hat, dag- 
ger, two bowis of biood, Hver, 


‘Toward Lighf’ 1o Gef Pilgrims 
Acquainted Wi Wim Haj Riles 


ETTI 


soul is aly seeking God's rian. 
ure ãnd going toward the light, to 


join the light." 


“Toward Light’ is anı exhibition 
hek! on tle occasion of the Haj 
Week at the Haj and 


Organization, Azadi Ave. This in- ` 


TEHRAN TIMES 


The Miserable’ Donates 
Box Office Bonniy 9 
\rake-Siricken Areas 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — To encourage the 
spirit of affinity aod revive the 
Islamic values, Babman Farhang- 
sara (Cultaral House) donates The 
Miserables box office income on 
Mar. 12-14 to the quake-stricken 
people of Ardebil Province. Ac- 
cording to a fax received by rhe 
daily, those interested in partici- 
pating in this humanitarian act 
may reserve seats at 5312300 or 
refer in person to the box office of . 
the play located at ths southern 
gare of Laleh Park. 


@ehran to Host 
Oman's Cultural 
Week Next Month 


TEHRAN — In a meeting here 
today with Iran's Minister of Cul- 
ture and Islamic Guidance Seyyed 
Mostafa Mirsalim, the Omani am- 
bassador in Tehran Musallam bin 
Bakheet Zeidan al-Barami ex- 
changed views on setting up of his 
country’s cultural week in Tehran 


pave the way for the two Muslim 
countries to become more ac- 
quainted with either country’s cul- 
ture. 

Toward the end of the meeting 
the Omani amibassador presented 
Mirsalim a message from bis 
country's Minister of National 
Heritage and Cultıre Faisal bin 
Faisal. 

@RNA) 


Malra Tourism 


Drops in JANnuaRry 


VALLETTA — Tourist arrivals 
im Malta dropped nearly seven per- 
cent in Jarmary to 36,500 from 
39,200 in January 1996, fhe Cen- 
tral Office of Statistics said on 


ket, Malta’s biggest, rose by 500. 
The office attributed the shifts 


Tourism in Janmoary has been in 
decline since 1994 when 42,726 
visited the Mediterranean island 
during the month. Malta had 
40,874 visitors in Janmary 1995. 

(Rater) 


Three Iranian 
Films to Be on 


Cinemas 
BEIRUT — Three Iranian films 
are to be shown at one of the iocal 
cinexnas for a period of two weeks. 

The films on show would be 
“White Balloon’ by Ja’far Panahi, 
‘Sara’ by Daryoush Mehrjouie 
and ‘Farther’ by Majid Majidi. 


by viewers, particularly by film 
(ENA) 


. to exchange rate fluctuations. 


` Show at Lebanese 
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Reflection of Iranian Cinema in 
ore e SER 


“‘Recently I paid a visit to Tehran. 
What I discovered myself was 
quite different from what I had 
read in the newspapers or heard 
from news agencies. The people in 
Iran are mostly after their own 
social and economic affairs.” 
Robert Richter says that the 
best way to get acquainted with 
eastern life, is getting to know Iran 
and Iranian films, understand their 
symbols. In fie world of art, we 
also introduce such themes aS POV- 
erty, economic problems, etc. but 
Iranian films go into the core of the 
matter to make it palpable. م‎ 
The various international 


an Iranian film was enough to 
change hef mind orf the false 
prejudgment that “Iranian women 
suffer a lot in film industry and 
society as well.’” 

About ten year ago, she 
watched an Iranian film by Amir 
Naderi in Tokyo, The Rırıner, and 
she was affected by the movie in a 
way that later on *““I was looking 
for Iranian films every where." 

She was tucky enough to attend 
the Fajr International Film Festi- 
val in Feb. 1993 and watch some 
visit she talked to many actors, 
actresses, directors and filmmak- 
ers, etc. to understand that “‘Ira- 
nian people are very friendly, very 
sensitive and very lovely." 

Many cinematic personalities 
from around the world visit Iran 
every year and.all return to their 
countries believing that ‘Iranian 
cinema has something to say in the 
field." 

It is to the responsible authori- 
ties of the film industry in Iran to 
remove a few important obstacles 
in the way thus double the suc- 
cesses of Iranian film industry in 
world festivals. 


flected in Iranian films. 

According to the Japanese 
woman, no one can have a NEga- 
tive attitade toward Iran, once 
he/she watches an Iranian movie. 

“Jt is my understanding that 
Irarian films shorten the distance 
between hearts and minds,’” noted 
Doli. 

The film industry, however, 
faces some economic problems — 
or ‘economic crisis’ as Mrs. Dohi 
said. The first and foremost step 
to be taken in this regard, is grant- 
ing loans to filmmakers at the first 
half of dhe year not the second half, 

Robert Richter, film critic and 
scriptwriter, believes that Iranian 
film industry has passed behind 
three eras: Before the revolution; 
during the 60s and 70s (some flms 
on social themes went on screen 
and most of them were introduced 
to European festivals); and finally 
the Iranian cinema after the revo- 
lation, which gave rise to values 
such as hamanity, religion, and the 
role and statas of women in cin- 
ema. 

Richter believes fiat Iranian 
films, specially documentary fea- 
tures, manifest the Iranian creativ- 
ity. Like messengers, the Iranian 
films clear out the false impres- 
sions of Iran in foreign press. 


Police Search for Stolen 


TEHRAN — Ever since the cul- 
mination of Islamic Revolution in 
1979, the Iranian film industry has 
met pew horizons. It bas given 
birth to some masterpiece films 
praised in world festivals. Now, 
organizers of the film festivals 
have recognized the great revolı- 
tion in the film industry of Iran has 
occurred. 

According to some foreign 
cinematic figures, Iranian cinema 
is now being taken seriously. 

Mrs. Etsoku Dohi, 33, first 
chairwoman for the Executive 
Committee of Tokyo International 
Filma Festival said:**My first fa- 
miliarity with the Iranian films 
goes back to the years I was wOrk- 
ing ina film distribution company. 
The first Iranian film I saw was 
‘And the Life Goes On’ by Abbas 

Since then she has visited Iran 
for several times. Her impression 
of the Iranian culture: ‘“The peo- 
ple in Iran sit on the ground. They 
eat and lay their bed on the ground, 
too. They are so tender hearted. 
Tears roll down their cheeks eas- 
ily.” 

Her first impression of the Ira- 
nian people is not something other 
dan what has and is being re- 


Turner Painting 


suburban Sydney home on Dec. 
28, but details of the burglary were 
only made public last Friday. 

A police spokesman said the 
painting, "Royal Barge on Stormy 
Seas, " was a family heirloom. 

It was insured for $350,000 


. ($U.S. 273,000), but art experts 


estimate its market value is many 
times greater. 

It was described as being 75 
centimeters (29.5 inches) by 100 
centimeters (39 inches) ard pre- 
dominantly green and yellow. 

Nine other paintings aid two 
300-year-old Hebrew and Latin 
books were also taken along with 
other items. 

Detectives theorize a lope thief 
disabled an elaborate alarm system 
and broke into the home while its 
owners were away on vacation. 

aE) 


SYDNEY, Australia — Austra- 
lian police have contacted Interpol 
in their search for a stolen painting 
by 19th century English master 
Joseph Turner that is worth as 
much as $4 million ($U.S. 3.1 
million). 

The painting wus taken from a 


On Ambition 


COANE 
of their fates: 


The fauit, dear Brutus, is not 

in our stars, 
But in ourselves that we are 

fi underlings. 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 


Juans Cassar, 


